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A Narrative on the fubje& of Mif- 
frons : and a Statement of the 
Funds of the Miffionary Society 
of Counedicut, for the year 1803. 
Publifhed by order of the Truflees 
of the Society. 


(Continued from p. 336.) 
HE Rev. David Bacon is 


yet on a miffion to the In- 
dian tribes. And, by letters from 
him, dated November 1803, it ap- 
pears, that he is yet at Michili- 
makinak, where he has been long 
waiting for an interpreter, to in- 
iiruét him more perfeélly in the 
indian language, and to aé as. an 
interpreter to the Arborcrofh 
tribes, to which he is anxious to 
introduce himfelf. But he has un- 
fortunately met with a feries of 
difappointments which could nei- 
ther be forefeen nor prevented. 
The fituation of the Arborcrofh 
indians, it is thought, is more un- 
favorable to the reception of the 
gofpel than that of fome of the 
other tribes. Roman catholic 
miffionaries have been and {till are 
{ent among them, who greatly 
prejudice their ignorant minds a- 
gainft the protettants. The prox- 
mity of thefe Indians to Michili- 
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makinak, where there are many 
traders, gives them accefs to f{pir- 
itous liquors, which they very 
greatly abufe ; and thefe traders, 
inftead of aiding -Mr. Bacon, are 
throwing every obftacle in his way 
which they can do without ap- 
pearing openly to oppofe him. 
The Chiefs at the Miami and at 
Arborcroih have had feveral in- 
terviews with him, and have uni- 
formly manifefted a relu@ance to 
his vifiting the tribes; efpecially 
at the Miami, where he was turned 
away, and his offers wholly reje&- 
ed. For thefe reafons he has as 
yet done little, excepting partly 
learning the Indian language ; nor 
is it probable that he will be able 
to form a miffionary eftablifhment 
among the Indians in that vicine 


ity. 

The Truftces, taking thefe 
things into confideration, and hav- 
ing maturely deliberated on the 
fubje&t, have judged it expedient 
to recal him from the place where 
he now is. They do not howe 
ever mean to abandon the obje& 
of communicating the gofpel te 
fome of the American Indians; 
but to feek a more favorable fit- 
uation than Arborcrofh. With 
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this view they have voted, that 
Mr. Bacon come to New Con- 
neticut, and there labor as a mif- 
fionary in concert with Mefirs. 
Badger and Robbins, and improve 
himfelf, as he fhall have opportu- 
nity, in the Indian language. And 
alfo that Mr. Badger ‘and he en- 
deavor to obtain information ref- 
petting the tribes in the vicinity 
of that country, and the Sandufky 


bay, with a view of eflablifhing a 


miffion among fome of them. 
When the difficulties of accefs 
to the Indian tribes, arifing from 
diftance, their jealoufies, manners 
and cufloms are confidered, it 
could hardly have been expeed, 
that more could have been done, 
in fo fhort atime, than to take 
fome pre-requilite iteps to a direét 
application to them. Experience 
alone can fully obviate the diffi- 
culties which really exift ; and 
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open, more and more, the fteps 


neceflary to be taken and the meaf- 
ures to. be purfued, in fuccefsfully 
-profecuting the object, which in 
-its nature is of fuch confequence, 
that it would be highly unwarrant- 
able to abandon it, on making only 
fome feeble efforts. What the 
-event ultimately may be, it is im- 
poflible, at prefent, with certainty 
to determine. Should it be the 
‘cafe, that after making the molt 
perfevering efforts, nothing effeat- 
ual be done ;_ yet, it will mott cer- 
tainly afford comfort and confola- 
tion to the friends of the miflion, 
that an experiment has been made, 
and vigorous meafures been perfe- 
veringly purfued, te promote the 
falvation of thofe poor benighted 
tribes. it is, mott certainly, an 
objec ef fuch magnitude, as to 
be worthy of being purfued, till 
every profped of fuccels is clofed. 
—Should God in his great mercy 
fee fit, on the other hand, to blefs 
the meaiures which are purfuing, 
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fo far as to make any impteffion 
on any of the numerous Indian 
tribes, it may be the beginning of 
fomething which will gladden the 
hearts of all the friends of Chritt, 
thro’ all fucceeding generations, 
It may be the beginning of th 
budding of the wildernefs and the 
bloffoming of the rofe. But the 
whole muft be left to the difpofal 
of Him, who hath promifed to 
his fon, that he will give him the 
heathen for his inheritance, and 
the *uttermoft parts of the earth 
for his poffeffion ; and that he 
fhall have ** dominion from fea to 
fea, and from the rivers unto the 
ends of the earth.” 

On a review of the preceding 
narrative of miffionary tranfac- 
tions, during the year 1803, it 
will appear, that thirteen miffion- 
aries have been in the field of la- 
bor ; fome through the year, oth- 
ers for a fhorter time—That the 
cofpel has been preached over a 
valt extent of country—The var- 
ous ordinances of the gofpel have 
been adminiftered tofuch as would 
otherwife have been deftitute o! 
them—Somce have been awakened 
out of fecurity ; and feveral new 
churches have been formed in the 
wildernefs. | Some we have reafor 
to hope have been turned from hn 
unto God; and the hearts o! 
many Chriftians been made to re- 
joice. It appears, that the friends 
of Chrift are gratefully affected 
with the exertions which havebeea 
made, to diffeminate the principles 
and doétrines of the gofpel among 
the inhabitants of the new fettle- 
ments. If infidels ridicule, 29 
impute the exertions which have 
been made to the worlt of motive’ 
it is no more than what they have 
always been accuitomed to do, 
and ought now to have been eX 
petted. ‘There is great realon t 
believe, that although the efforts 
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which have been made, have not 
borne down every obftacle, yet 
that feeds have been diffeminated, 


which will gradually {pring up, | 


and, for years to come; will aug- 
ment the harveft of fouls. 

The contribution of laft May 
was fuch, as affords the mott fatis- 
faftory evidence, that the fpirit 
which has been poured out fo ex- 
tenfively into the hearts of pious 
and feeling Chriftians is not, on 
the whole, withdrawn. Notwith- 
ftanding the day for public con- 
tribution was fo unfavorable, yet, 
contrary to what was expected, it 
exceeded any preceding contribu- 
tion. Befides the public contri- 
butions, the funds of the fociety 
have been confiderably augmented 
by private donations, and by the 
avails of the Conneticut Evan- 
gelical Magazine. 

Notwithftanding feveral years 
have elapfed, fince the attention 
of Chriftians in Europe and A- 
merica was awakened to the im- 
portant object of f{preading the 
light and knowledge of the gofpel 
among thofe who were in dark- 
nefs, and of helping thofe to the 
enjoyment of the ordinances and 
means of falvation, who but par- 
tially enjoyed them, yet, it ap- 
pears that their zeal is not dimin- 
hed, but rather increafed. Which 
gives us reafon to hape, that it is 
the defign of the merciful fove- 
reign of the univerfe, gradually at 
leaft, to forward his own glorious 
purpofes, in diffufing the knowl- 
edge of Chrift throughout all the 
earth. 

The friends ef the miffionary 
inftitution have occafion to rejoice 
in the goodnefs of God, that he 
has been pleafed to dire& the at- 
tention of the fociety to fuch men 

to go out as miflionarics, as have 
been fo laborious, zealous and pru- 
dent, as to flop the mouths of its 
enemies, and of all fuch as have 








fought occafion to find fault. 
Some attempts, it is true, have 
been made to ‘circulate evil re. 
ports, but they have languifhed 
and expired in the mouths of 
thofe who invented them. 

Accounts reeeived from the 
London Miflionary Socitty ate 
fuch as are truly animating ; and 
afford promifing profpects of much 
fuccefs. But as thofe accounts 
have been already publifhed in the 
Connecticut Evangelical Maga- 
zine, no extraéts will here be 
made from them. 

On the whole: The Trutftees 
would unite with the pious of all 
denominations, in devout afcrip- 
tions of praife to the God of. all 
mercies and fountain of divine in- 
fluence, for his wonderful opera- 
tions on the hearts of Chriitians 
in the various parts of Chriften- 
dom, in difpofing them, in a man- 
ner which rarely if ever was exem- 
plified in any age of the world, to 
ftrive together for the falyation 
of their fellow men., And may 
Chriflians of every denomination 
unite, not only in their prayers to 
God, that hiskingdom maycome; 
but in contributing in every poffi- 
ble way to advance it. May they 
never reft until they fee the falva- 
tionof God. ‘There is every kind 
of encouragement which can be 
given. There are, in Divine Pro- 
vidence, moft pointed intimations 
of God’s readinefs to hear the 
prayers and fucceed the exertions 
of his people. Befides, is there 
not great reafon to hope, that 
through the liberality and exer- 
tions. of the people of Connedti- 
cut, many have already been turn- 
ed from fin unto God, and are 
now rejoicing in the hope of fu- 
ture glory ! 

J. Treapweit, Chairman, 
Paffed by the Board of Trujtees, 

January sth, 1504. 

Atteft, Abel Flint, Secretary. 
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A STATEMENT 


OF THE FUNDS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETy 
OF CONNECTICUT, December 31, 1803. 


No. 1. 


ACCOUNT of Monies contributed in the feveral Congregational Societie 
in the State of Conneticut, for the fupport of Miffions, on the frh 
Sabbath in May 1803, purfuant to a Refolve of the General Affembly 


of faid State, pafed May 180. 


Hartrorp County. 


D. ¢. 
Hartford, North Society, 90 O 
South, 26. 0 
Weft, 36 Oo 
Berlin, Kenfington, 10 0 
New Britain, 19 15 
Worthington, Ii 22 
Briftol, Cambridge, at 84 
Weft Britzin, 21 27 
Eaft Hartford, Firft Society, 29 © 
Orford, 2r 0 
Eaft Windfor, Firft Society, 12 0 
Second, ar 62 
Enfield, 23 9 
Farmington, Firft Society, 73 50 
Northington, 9 46 
Glaftenbury, Firft Society, 23 43 
Eaftbury, 1 84 
Granby, Salmon Brook, 6 25 
Turkey Hills, 6 0 
Hartiand, Eaft Society, 11 36 
Welt, 17 5% 
Southington, 24 19 
Suffield, Firft Society, 10 3 
Wet, " 3 
Symfbury, Firft Society, 19 2 
Weft, 54 13 
Wethersfield, Firft Society, 57, 19 
Newington, 16 51 
Stepney, 28 56 
Windfor, Firft Society, 19 57 
Wintonbury, 16 20 





Total, Hartford Gounty, 748 52 





New-Havew County. 


New-Haven, United Society, 48 © 
Welt-Havén, a3 63 

Branford, Firft Society, 138 36 
Nor'hford, 3 0 

Chehhire, Firft Society, 61 0 
Columbia, 8 25 

Derby, Firft Society, 5 50 
Great Hill, 2 20 


Guilford, Firk Society, 





| 








Eaft Guilford, 


II 4 

North Guilford, 16 8 

Hamden, Mount Carmel, 16 18 
Milford, Firft Society, 43 4 
Second do. 15 69 

North Haven, 20 26 
Oxford, 6 3 
Wallingford, Firft Society, 7°29 
Meriden, 20 © 

Waterbury, Firft Seciety, 12 10 
Middlebury, 13 0 
Woodbridge, Amity, 13 25 
Bethany, 8 34 


Tctal, New-Haven County, 396 6¢ 


——— 


New-Lonpon County. 


New-London, a8 54 
Norwich, Firft Society, 4t 10 
Chelfea, 20 63 

Bozrah, 5 25 
Colcheiier, Firt Society, 10 20 
Weft Chefier. 9 © 
Marlborough, 49% 

‘| Franklin, 10 83 
Lifbon, Newent, 12 33 
Hanover, 8 50 

Lyme, Firft Society, 11 I$ 
North Quarter, 6 51 
Montville, Firft Society, 9 12 
Prefton, Firft Society, 6 36 
North, gx 56 


Totel, New-London County, 235 98 


—— 


Farirrieitp County. 


Fairfield, Firft Society, 10 75 
Green’s Farms, II 4) 
Danbury, Firft Society, 2% $0 
Bethel, 1 65 
Brookfield, 1g! 
Greenwich, Firft Society, 2 69 
Weft Greenwich, 35 77 
Huntington, Ripton, 27 25 
New Stratford, 9 ° 

Newtown, 4 5 
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Norwalk, 319 O]j Kent, 19 12 
Reading, 7 75\| New Hartford, 60 o 
Ridgfield, Fir Society, 7 42\| Norfolk, 27 8x 
, Ridglury, 8 57 || Plymouth, 14 0 
New Canaan, 25. ©} Roxbury, 8 sx 
Stamford, Firft Society, 29 611 Salifbury, 5i 50 
North Stamford, 6 11 }{ Sharon, Firft Society, 17 12 
Middlefex, 7 -<@ Ellfworth, 5 10 
, Stanwich, 10 25 || Southbury, Firft Society, 14 75 
7 Stwatford, Firft Society, II 27 South Britain, 14 0 
Stratfield, 2 ©/|] Torrington, Firft Society, 24 67 
Sherman, 5 0 Torringford, 30 33 
Trumbull, 2 64|| Wafhington, Firft Society, 23 81 
Vefton, Firft Society, 8 50 New Prefton, 29 © 
North Fairfield, 6 48 || Warren, 13 65 
Wilton, 14 50]|| Watertown, 23 12 
Winchefter, 19 7 
Total, Fairfield County, 298 4 |} Woodbury, 25 48 
Total, Litchficld County, 755 78 
Winpsaam County. —- 
Windham, Firft Society, Ir 80 
Scotland, .. 2 Mippirstx County. 
Afhford, Firft Society, 4 72 || Middletown, Firft Society, 13 98 
Eaftford, 212 Upper Houfes, 719 
Weftford, 5 75 || Haddam, 18 50 
Brooklyn, 3 66 }) Chatham, Firft Society, 8 98 
Canterbury, Firft Society, 7 80 Middle Haddam 591 
Weftminfter, 6 34 Eaft Hampton, X 70 
Hampton, 26 72 |} Durham, 21 46 
Kilingly, South Society, 4 0 Eaft Haddam, Firft Society, 15 59 
Libanon, Fir Society, 55 12 Millington, 15 42 
Crank, 12 25 Hadlyme, 6 35 
Gofhen, 3 84 || Killingworth, Firft Society, 5 16 
Exeter, 4 a North, 30 «65 
Wansfield, Firft Society, 20 © j| Saybrook, Firft Society, 14 27 
North, 8 o Second, 19 51 
Plainfield, Ir 12 Third, 4 0 
Pomfret, Firft Society, 12 24 Fourth, Ir 26 
Abington, 10 25 x 
Thompfon, 4 84 Total, Middlefex County, 199 38 
Woodftock, Firft Society, 14 10 ae 
Muddy Brook, 13 30 
. } TOLLAND CounrTY. 
Tetal, Windham County, 246 99 {| Tolland, 16 © 
Bolton, Firft Society, 44 1 
Second, 15 © 
LircarizeLtp Counry. Coventry, Firft Society, 15 70 
Litchfield, Firft Society, 4S §2 Second, II 23 
South Farms, 16 75 Andover, 13 19 
Northfield, 4 25 |! Ellington, 26 20 
Sarkhemfted, Firft Society, 7 60 || Hebron, Fifft Socicty, 9 25 
; Winftead, Io 50 Gilead, 10 12 
Sethlem, 30 85 {| Somers, 16 37 
Canaan, North Society, 1X © |} Stafford, Firft Society, 2 90 
Colebrook, 24 25 || Willington, 8 77 
Cornwall, Firft Society, 11 61 sperms 
Second, 6 60 Total, Tolland County, 188 74 
Sofhen, 93 2 —e— 








“4arwington, 29 9 
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SUMMARY. 


D. ec. 


Hartrorp County, . +--+ + + «+ « 748 52 
New Haven «. . - + + © © «© + « «© 396 60 
New Lorpon .. + «+ © «© «© «© «+ « 235 98 


Wasnestem « «os “v's 2 ww 0 oe «ow 6 
WhiwDMaM 6 ‘0 Were ww + ote oe BQO GQ 
LITCHFIELD . 2. - + + © © © © « « 7§§ 98 
Mippuesex . s+ s+ 6 6 oe 8 + EOD 8E 
WettawD « « + + «te 6 0 s ot WEEE 964 


_~__-_-_--—__— 


TOTAL, 3,069 96 





No. 2. 


FUNDS of the Society arifing from other fources than the Contributis:; 
in May 1803. 


1303 


January 25. 
February 25- 
June 29. 
January ft. 
December 21. 
January 6. 
May 13. 


io. 


January 18. 


March 1. 
23. 
April 12. 
May 19. 
June = 3. 
29. 


Augeht 26. 


February 11. 
March 19. 
April 23. 
May 12. 
33. 
2%. 





Contributions of 1802 received in 1803, viz. D. ¢. 
Colchefter, Firft Society, 7 
Canterbury, Firft Society, 4 SA 

Il $4 


Contributions in the New Seltitments, viz. 





To Rev. John Willard, jun. 33 40 
Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell, 16 64 
Rev. Seth Willifton, 49 634 
——— 99 67 
Avails of Dr. Trumbull’s Sermons, 1 50 
Do. Do. aI 70 
Do. Conne&icut Evangelical Magazine, 840 
Do. De. 1024 39 
1387: £9 
From Ladies’ Society in Norwich, 19 


Donations by Sundry Individuals, viz. 


From Solomon Goodell, Jamaica, Vt. for In- 


dian miffion, 116 95 
From Rev. George Colton, Bolton, 3° 
Solomon Evereft, Efg. Symfbury, 100 
Jocl Beecher, Farmington, 3 §° 
Solomon Goodell, Jamaica, Vt. for In- 
dian millon, 208 § 
From David Hubbard, Glaftenbury, 4 
Samuel P. Robbins, Plymouth, Ms. 5 
Timothy Stone 2d. Guilford, for Indian 
mifhon, 20 


Donations by Perfons unknown, viz. 
7 or9 


From A Friend of Miffiors, 16 90 
Do. Do. 49 
A Stranger, 
A Friend of Miffiens, of New Haven, z 
A Female Friend of Miffions, 
A Friend of Miffions, t6 purchafe Books, 


an ew 





N 


tay 


rn 
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June 2 A Stranger from Berlin, 6 
28. A Friend of Miffions, to purchafe Tefta- 
ments, 20 
29. A Lady in Verneont, 25 
A Friend of Miffions, ro 
July 6. Do. Do. 10 
Augut 23. Do. Do. x 
Do. Do. t 
September 6. Do. Do. of Franklin, 8 
13. A young Friend of Miflions, 10 
22. A Friend of Miffiors, I 
Oober ro. Do. Do. 2 
25. A Female Friend of Miffions, 2 12% 
27. A Friend of Miffions, to purchafe Books, 11 16 
181 76% 
December 31. Intereft from January r to December 31, 1803, 687 63 
3363 7° 
No. 3. 
Difburfements by order of the Truflees. 
1803 To Mifionaries, viz. 
January 10. To Rev. William F. Miller, Miffionary to Vermont 
and New-York, Balance x 
February 22. Rev. Jehn Willard, jun. Do. Do. 69 
24. Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell, Do. Do. 10k 
March 10. Do. Do. Do. Ad- 
vance, new Miflion, 25 
May 16. Rev. Ezekiel J. Chapman, Do. New Conneticut, 332 94 
Rev. David Bacon, Do. tothe Indians, 574 36 
Tune 16. Rev. Seth Willifton, Do. to New-York 
and Pennfylvania, Balance old Acct. 117 
Do. Do. Do. new Acct. 123 50 
Auguft 4. Mr. Samucl P. Robbins, Do. Black River, &c. 25 
10. Rev. Thomas Robbins, Do. New Connecticut, 60 
30. Mr. Thomas Williams, Do. New-York, 25 
September 20. Rev. Ira Hart, Do. Black River, &c. 25 
22. Rev. Samuel Leonard, Do. Vermont, 30 
November 9. Rev. Calvin Ingalls, Do. Do. *25 
December 14. Rev. Jofeph Badger, Do. New Conneicut, 343 14 
Other Expenfes, Wiz. 
January 6. To Mr. John Church, Expenfes on a Bill of Exchange, 
drawn by Rev. David Bacon, 2 25 
May 24. To Rev. Abel Fiint, for a Seal, Stationary and Poltage, x8 58% 
September 7. Hudfon and Goodwin, for Books for New Settlenicats, 85 874 
13. Do. for Printing and Stationary, 40 134 


1908 254 



















To amount of Cafh, paid by 
order of the Committe, as 
per ftatement No. 3.0 tGO8 25% 


Balance, carried to Credit of 
NeW ACCOUNEesmeeee vere EAIQS 35% 


16103 61 


—————S 


Amountof Permanent Fund...7462 69% 
For current Expenfes....0 6732 66 


14195 35% 


— aS 


Hartford, January 1, 1304. 
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No. 4. 


Treafurer’s Account Current. 


The Miffionary Socicty of Conne@icut, in Account Current wit); 
Dr. Andrew Kingsbury, as their Treafurer. i 


By Balance, in favor of the 
Society, January 1,180 3.9669 9: 
By Contribution in May 4 
1803, as per ftatement 
No. 3 3069 96 
By Donations, Intereft, &c. 
as per ftatement No. 2........3363 >> 





i 


16103 61 
ee ree 


By Balance due the Seciety 
as above 14195 354 


a 





A. KINGSBURY, Treafurer to Mis. Soc’. 
JOHN PORTER, Anditor. 










of the year. 












Te Rev. John Willard, jun. in Vermont, 
A. D. 1802. 





D. Cc. 
Mr. William Cutler, Guildhall, 25 
pase. Deveriy, . . «se ot OO 








ns - 6 «+ +6 «ae 

At Northumberland, . . . . 1 64 
Lunenburg, . . . . . 21 15 
Monadnock, saa ale 














The following Donations have alfo been made to the Society in 2h+ coarfe 


By Benjamin Beecher of Chefhire, a Lot of Land containing so Acres. 
Danicl Reed «f New Haven, 100 Primers. 
A Friend of Miflions, 400 copies of a Sermon to Children. 
Sundry Friends of Milions, 108 Teftaments. 
Doétor Morfe of Charleftown, 100 Davidton’s Sermons. 
Do. Do. 150 Doddridge’a Addrefs to Families 
A Friend of Miffions, 12 Catlin’s Sermon. 
Doctor Trumbull, 48 Watts’ Divine Songs. 
Hudfon and Goodwin, 12 Edwards on Baptifm. 
Dotor Trumbull, 600 Addrefles on Prayer and Family Religion. 
Ruggles Humphrey of Symfbury, deceafed, 2 Bequeft of the Intere of 100 
Dollars, to be annually paid from his eftate. 


A particular Lift of the Contributions, received in the new fettlemets 
contained in the general flatement No. 2. 


To Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell, iz 0 
York State and Vermont, A. D. 160%. 


At Mion, .... +--+ °53% 
Pitrfiown, . ei bis 
Camillus, . 
Otego Creck, . 
Fairfield, . ces 
Wehtet, . s eo 46 + 2 9” 





be 


“oO 
aK 


56 
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To Rev. Seth Willifton, in the weflern 
counties of New-York, A. D. 1802 


and 1803. 
49 634 


The Accounts of fundry Miffionarics for the year 1803, will be publihhed in 


the next Narrative. 





A Key to the Book of Ecclefiapes. 
EWITSH and Chriftian writers 


are agreed in the authenticity 
and genuinenefs of this book, and 
in its divine authority. And, 
accordingly, it has, from time im- | 
memorial, been treated by both | 
as a part cf the facred canon. 

The writer was Selomon, the 
fon of David, king of Jerufalem ; 
probably the wifeft and moft prof- 
perous king whohad ever lived and 
reigned.—T his beok is fuppofed 
to have been written in his old 
age, when his wifdom was matur- 
ed by experience, and he was hap- 
pily reclaimed from the fad de- 
generacy of manners into which 
he had been led by * outlandifh 
women.” 

Illumined by the rays of heav- 
enly wifdom, and reviving virtue 
and piety, juft at the fetting 
fun of life, and direéted by the 
unerring guidance of the Divine 
Spirit, he left behind him this fa- 
cred depofit of heavenly wifdom 
for the inftru€tion and benetit of 
fucceeding generations. 

Some difficulties, however, at- 
tend the inveltigation of this 
book ; to remove which, and to 
prefent it to the reader in fuch a 
light as to convey its true intent 
and meaning, is the objet pro- 
pofed in the prefent attempt. 

For this purpofe the general 
fubje&t of the book will be con- 
fidered ; And the incidental paf- 
fages, exprefling feemingly differ- 
ent fentiments, will be reviewed. 
> Then the key to the whole will 

Vor. 1V. No. to 


4 Key to the Book of Ecclefiafes. 
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A particular lift ef the places where 
this money was received, has not yet 
come to hand. 


be confidered; and a view taken of 
the confiltence and harmony of all 
the parts with each other, and 
with the general {cepe of the holy 
fcriptures. 

I. The general fubje& of the 
| book is to be confidered. Thisis 
' evidently, on life and manners, or 
| on the chara¢ter and flate of man, 
and his profpects on earth. But 
the pi€ture muft be confeffed to 
be deeply fhaded, and his prof- 
pects are not a little melancholy. 
This is evinced by the following 
paflages, among many others. 

—‘ This is an evil among all 
things which are done under the 
fun, that there is one event unto 
all. Yea, alfo the heart of the 
fons of men is full of evil: mad- 
nefs is in their heart while they 
live, and after that they go to the 
dead.”’—** Becaufe to every pur+ 
pofe there is time and judgment, 
therefore the mifery of man is 
great upon him.” 

—‘ I faw the wicked buried 
who had come and gone from the 
place of the holy, and they were 
forgotten in the city where they 
had fodone.””—* Becaufe fentence 
again{t an evil work is not execus 
ted fpeedily, therefore the heart 
of the fons of men is fully fet in 
them to do evil.” 

‘* T faw under the fun the place 
of judgment that wickednefs was 
there, and the place of righteoul- 
nefs that iniquity was there.” 

“ I confidered all the oppref. 
fions which are done under the 
fun, and beheld the tears of fuch 
as were sanreied and they had no 
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comforter, and on the fide of their 
oppreffors there was power, but 
they hadno comforter.” «“Where- 
fore I praifed the dead who are 
already. dead, more than the living 
who are yet alive; yea, better is he 
than both they, who hath not yet 
been, who hath not feen the evil 
work which is done under the 
fun.” 

«« Again I confidered all trav- 
ail and every right work, that for 
this a man is envied of his neigh- 
bor. This is alfo vanity and vex- 
ation of {pirit.”’ 

se T have feen all the works 
which are done under the fun, 
and belicld all is vanity and vexa- 
tion of fpirit. ’"— 

“ Vanity of vanities, faith the 
preacher, all is vanity and vexa- 
tion of fpirit.”” 

Thefe are a few only, of the 
many declarations in this book of 
the extrerne wickednefs and mif- 
ery of man, viewed individually 
and in fociety. 

TI. There are, however, feveral 
paffages which feem to imply that 
the condition of man upon earth is 
eligible and happy; and accord- 
ingly he is invited to rejoice in 
the goodsof life and be happy all 
hisdays. Such among others are 
the words which follow. 

“Go thy way, eat thy bread 
with joy and drink thy wine with 
a merry heart; for God now ac- 
cepteththy works, Let thy gar- 
ments be always white, and let 
thy head lack no ointment. Live 
joyfully-with the wife whom thou 
loveft, all the days of the life of 
thy vanity, which he hath given 
thee under the fun, all the days of 
thy vanity, for this is thy portion 
in this life, and in thy labor which 
thou takeft under the fun.” 

By thefe, and fimilar paffages, 
we fhould be led to fuppofe that 
the profpeéts of man upon earth 
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are inviting, and that a complete 
portion of happinefs in the enjoy. 
ments of life, was within his reach, 
But how can this be reconciled 
with the many declarations in this 
book in view of the faint’s prof. 
pets of this world, that « al} jg 
vanity and vexation of {pirit,”’ and 


| this as the refult of experience by 


the writer, who mutt be confider. 
ed to have made the experiment 
under the beft advantage for the 
acquifition of happinefs ? 

Several paffages admit and af. 
fert the different and oppolite 
charaéter of the righteous and the 
wicked, and confider man as a 
moral and accountable creature, 
and yet feem to imply a famenefs 
in the ifflue to both. Such are 
the foliowing : ** The wife man’s 
eyes are in his head, but the fool 
welketh in darknefs, and I myfelf 
perceived that one event happen. 
eth to them all.” 

“© Then T faid in my heart, as it 
happeneth to the fool fo it hap- 
peneth even to me. And why 
was I then more wife? Then i 
faid in my heart that this alfo is 
vanity.” 

«¢ For there is no remembrance 
of the wife more than of the fool, 
forever, feeing that which nowis, 
in the days to come fhall be for- 
gotten ; and how dieth the wile 
man? asthe fool. Therefore I 
hated life, becaufe the work which 
is wrought under the fun is griev- 
ous unto me, for all is vanity and 
vexation of fpirit.”’ 

“ J faid in my heart concerning 
the eftate of the fons of men, that 
God might manifeft them, and 
that they might fee that they 
themfelves are beafts.”’ 

“© For that which befalleth the 
fons of men befalleth beafts, even 
one thing befalleth them, as the 
one dieth fo dieth the other ; y¢ 
they have all one breath. 50 thes 
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a man hath no preeminence above 
a beaft, for all is vanity.” 

«« All go unto one place, all 
are of the duft, and all turn to 
duft again.” 

How dark are the profpects of 

man as prefented in thefe paflages! 
Yet we find, in feveral parts of 
this book, very decided expref- 
fions of the doétrines of ‘the ac- 
countability of man, the govern- 
ment of God, and the retributions 
of futurity. Such are the follow- 
ing : 
Sel faid in my heart, God fhall 
judge the righteous and the wick- 
ed; for there is a time there for 
every purpofe, and for every 
work.”” 

“ Though a finner do evil an 
hundred times, and his days be 
prolonged, yet furely I know that 
it thall be well with them who fear 
God, who fear before him. But 
it fhall not be well with the wick- 
ed, neither fhall he prolong his 
days, which are as a fhadow, be- 
caufe he feareth not before God.”’ 
Can the moral government of God 
and the retributions of futurity be 
more explicitly afferted than in 
thefe words? Finally, the per- 
fe€tion of the divine providential 
government is clearly taught in 
the following paflages. 

«“ T know that whatfoever God 
doth, it thall be forever ; nothing 
can be put to it, norany thing ta- 
ken from it, and God doth it that 
men fhould fear before him.” 

Thefe paflages contain fome of 
the principal doétrines of this 
book, and feem to exprefs the 
following fentiments, viz. 


That all the profpe&s and pur- 


fuits of men, are vain, and iffue | 


in vanity and vexation of fpirit ; 
that maa is exceedingly debafed, 
and is even, in character and con- 
dition, very much like the beatts. 
Yet that man has enimating 
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profpeéts before him upon earth, 
and is called on to rejoice and be 
happy in thofe profpects.—A fter 
all, that there is a ‘moft important 
diftin@ion in the characters ant 
profpeéts of men, expreffled by 
the terms righteous and wicked. 
—That man isa moral and ace 
countable being. That whatever 
appearances to the contrary may 
be fuppofed, the righteous are the 
objects of divine approbation, and 
the wicked are abhorred by God. 
That therefore he hath appointed 
the retributions of eterutty, an 
which the diitin@ion of human 
charaGters fhall be elearly marked, 
and every man treated according 
to his works; and on the whele, 
the prefent myiteries in the moral 
and providential goverement of 
God thali be explained, and it faall 
be clearly manifeft that ‘ what- 
foever God doth it fhall be fom 
ever, nothing can be put to it, nor 
any thing taken from it, and God 
doth it that man fhould fear before 
him.”’ 

This divine decifion fhould fi- 
lence the cavils of weak and fhort- 
fighted mortals, and teach us to 


| remember that we are the clay 


and God is the potter, and that 
“as heaven is higher than the 
earth, foare his ways higher than 
our ways, and his thoughts higher 
than ourthoughts. Secret things 
belong to God, but the things 
which are revealed belong to us.’ 

If, then, it has pleafed God to 
reveal that to us by which the 
preceding difficulties may be folv- 
ed, we ought to receive that rev- 


elation with all humility and 
thankfulnefs. 


ITI. This will lead us to the 
third branch of our fubje&, which 
is to confider the key to the whole, 
and point out the harmony of all 
the parts with each other, and 
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with the general {cope of the holy 
{criptures. 

The laft chapter of the book 
begins with a folemn addrefs to 
the youth, to remember their 
Creator while they are young. 
This is urged from a view of the 
approaching calamities of old age 
and death. From whence the 
writer proceeds to his final inftruc- 
tion to his reader in the true and 
only path of felicity here and 
hereafter, in the following words : 
Let us hear the conclufion of the 


whole matter, fear God and ep | 


bis commandmetits, for this is the 


whole duty of man. 


the original, this is the whole of 
man, his duty, ufefulnefs and felt- 
city, here and forever. All that 
which gives worth and dignity to 
man, and renders his exifience ufe- 
ful and happy, isfummed up in this 
concife defcription.—The fear of 
God, in {cripture language, is an 
expreffion comprifing that love 
and reverence, that fubmiffion and 
confidence in him, and all thofe 
pious affections, which have God 
for their object. And the keep- 
ing his commandents, is the prac- 
tical expreffion of that fupreme 
love to him and correfponding re- 
{fpe&t to our fellow creatures. 
«On which two commands, hang 
all the law and the prophets ;’ 
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refts in the glory of God and the 


good of his creatures, Or, which 
is the fame, in the perfedtion of 
the moral fyftem. 

But as his fupreme affeAion ig 
fixed on the great and ever bleffed 
God, as the greateft and beft, and 
as it were the fum of exittence 
and exccllence, fo his happinels 





Or as expofi- | 
tors render it more exa&ily from 


refults principally from the know. 

| ledge of God and of his glory 
| and happinefs, and he reftsin him, 
as his portion, faying “ Whom 
| have I in heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth I defire 
befide thee. My flefh and my 
heart fail, but God is the ftrength 
of my heart and my portion for. 
ever.”’ For the fame reafon he 
rejoiceth in the infinite perfections 
of God for the goverament of the 
world, afflured that the whole cre- 
ation ts in his hand, and all crea. 
tures and events at his difpofal; 
and that he ever hath, doth and 
will conduét and govern all, in 
the moft perfeé manner, for the 
highett perfection of the morl 
fyftem. And therefore that all 
the moral and natural evils, exit- 
ing in the fyftem, all the fin and 
_mifery of man will, through the 
| fuperintending agency of inhnite 
| perfection, be rendered ultimately 
| fubfervient to his glory and the 
| good of his kingdom. 
In fuch views, the good man 1s 











orwhich infure and imply the exceedingly happy in feeling him- 
practice of every Chriftian duty. | felf to be the property of God, and 
Hence it is evident that this is the | in his hand, as the clay isinthehand 
whole duty of man. It is alfo to | of the potter, and moft readily ac- 
be kept in mind, that the love of | quiefces in the divine difpofal of 
God and our neighbor, taught in | all creatures and events, efpecially 
this fummary of Chriitian duty, | thofe in which he feels the great 
is that public or general affeétion | eft intereft and concern; thence, 
which unites to the good of the | in the deepeft calamities he 1s com 
whole moral fyftem, and to that | forted and fupported with contem- 
of each individual, as far as it ap- | plations on theuniverfality andpet 
pears to coincide with general | fectionofthedivine government, & 
good. Hence the happinefs of | can fay, with the utmoft fincenty, 
the man of picty and goodnefs' « the Lord reigns, let the earth 
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joice, and the multitude of the ifl- 
ands be glad thereat.”” And he is, 
“ though as forrowful yet always 
rejoicing.” 

In profperity he receives the 
enjoyments of life with pleafure, 
as they are adapted to his capaci- 
ty and his needs, without the fting 
attending the finful pleafures of 
the fenfualift, the avaricious and 
the proud, or any pleafures of the 
mere worldly man. But what is 
flill better, he views all his natural 
and earthly comforts as the free 
and undeferved beflowment of his 
heavenly Father ; and fentible of 
his utter unworthinefs, he receives 
them with humble gratitude. 
This exceedingly enhances the 
gift, and renders him doubly hap- 
py in the enjoyment.—His grate- 
ful heart is ready to inquire, 
‘© What fhall I render to the 
Lord for all his benefits ?? and 
the anfwer is ready, “I will take 
the cup of falvation, and call upon 
God” with thankful praife. 

In like manner he rejoiceth in 
the good of others even of all 
men, as far as it is in his view, and 
is proportionably thankful to God 


for the beftowment, and though 


he fympathizes with them in their 
forrows, he is fupported and com- 
forted, as in his own cafe, with 
the thought that all is ordered by 
God, and will iffue in the general 
good, and even in their own good 
unlefs they wickedly oppofe and 
prevent it; for he knows that 
“all things fhall work together 
for good to thofe who love God.” 
In diftin@tion from this, the man 
of the world is infenfible to all 
enjoyments except thofe which 
begin and end in felf. He feels 
pleafure in the gratification of his 
bodily appetites, and the natural 
propenfities of his mind; and he 
ardently thirfis after the riches 
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enjoyments which are not fubor- 
dinated to the glory of God and 
the general good. Dut thefe do 
not fatisfy him. The comfort 
and fupport in trouble, derived 
from humble confidence in God, 
from a fenfe of the moral fitnefs 
that he fhonld do what he will 
with hisown 3 froma view of the 
perfection of bis government, and 
from a grateful fenfe of divine 
mercy ; thefe and the conneéted 
pleafures of the good man, are far 
from him, he has neither part or 
lot in this matter.—This obfer- 
vation applies with ftill greater 
propriety and force to the pleaf- 
ures of the good man in the con- 
templation of {piritual and divine 
objects ; fuch as the character, 
perfections and government of 
God; the mediatorial character 
and work of Chrift ; the word of 
God, and the inttitutions, duties 
and enjoyments of Chriftianity in 
general. In thefe the good man 
is feafted on the bread and water 
of life, and “ rejoices with joy 
unfpeakable, and full of glory ;” 
to all which the man of the world 
is an utter flranger.—The reader 
is now prepared to difcover the 
key to this whole book, or to 
perceive the confiftence and har- 
mony of all its parts with each 
other, and with the holy fcrip- 
tures, in general. 

The man of the world, prefers 
the pleafures of fenfe and defires 
of the carnal mind for his portion, 
and is always and neceflarily dif- 
appointed. He either comes fhort 
and never poffeffes the obje& 
fought, or he obtains it, and finds 
it empty of that enjoyment which 
he expected to derive from it. 

The pleafures of fenfe,and ap- 
petite are adapted only to the 
loweft faculties of man, and are 
enjoyed in common, by the beatts 





and honors of this world, and thofe 


which perifh.—The pleafures of 
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the carnal and felfifh mind, are op- 
pofed to the moral fenfe and feel- 
ing of the rational foul, unworthy 
of the man, and oppofed to God 
and the general good.—The con. 
{cioufnefs of guilt and folly in | 
both, fills the man with diltrefs | 
and anxicty, utterly difappoints — 
his fond purfuit after happinels, | 
and fills him with the dread of | 
future evil; for whenever he fuf- | 
fers felf refieétion, he is compelled 

to believe that God will bring 
every work into judgment, with 
every fecret thing, whether it be 
good or evil. 
of all his purfuits, is vanity of | 


vanities, all is vanity and vexation | 


of fpirit.” And it appears that | 
“¢ madnefs is in the hearts of the 
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In profperity he taftes the good 
of every earthly enjoyment, and 
is thankful to the Divine Give: 


for all his own comforts, and for 


thofe of others; but Places hig 


chief delight in God, Chrift, ang 
thofe objets which are fpirityal 
and divine. 

Hence he poffeffes the peace 
and fublime pleafures of Charittian 
friendfhip, of focial intercoprfe 
and the endearments of family 
connexions, and all the goods of 


| hfe, and ef Godlinefs, and finds 


by {weet experience that « God. 
linefs is profitable to all things, 
having the promife of the life 
which now is, and of that which 
is to come.” 

Thus he attends to the bufinefs, 


fons of men while they live, and | connexicns and cares of life, under 


after that they go to the dead.” 
Such is the character and flate 


“ T praifed the dead who are al- 
ready dead, more than the living 
who are yet alive; yea, better is 
he than both they, who hath not 
yet feen the fun or known any 
thing.” | 

The chara&er, enjoyments and | 
profpe&ts of the man who feareth | 
God and keepeth his command- 
ments, are direétly the reverfe. 
He embraceth the glory of God | 
and the good of men as his cho- | 
fen object; is impreffed with a | 
humbling fenfe of his own unwor- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


thinefs, receives every earthly | 
comfort, even the fmalleft, as the | 
fovereign gift of the free grace of | 
God through Jefus Chrift; is 
humble and thankful.—In adver- 
fity he is caft down but not forfa- 
ken, for he refts in the living God, 
with the fatisfying affurance that 
his dealings are all wife and good, 
and humbly, but confidently, caits 
all his burdens on him, and hopes 


| the influence of fupreme regard 


' 


of man by nature, and therefore | 
the infpired writer proceeds to fay, | 


! 
i 
' 





in his mercy. 


to God and good will to man, and 
ta this connexion finds fubfantial 
{atisfaction in them all, and laf. 
ing {piritual good in the refult. 
This is truly to enjoy the good 
of his labor, to “ live joyfully with 
his family, to let his garments be 
always white, and let his head lack 
no ointment.’ In thofe parts of 
this book which have paffed in re- 
view, the effect is put for the 
caufe ; it isas if the infpired wn- 
ter had faid, «« Men dellitute of 
the fear of God purfue perfonal 
and felfifh enjoyments, which be- 
gin and end in felf, and are oppo- 
fed to the government of God 


|and the beft good of the moral 


fyftem; hence they cannot be hap- 
py; thefe great iaterefts are op- 
pofed to them, all their profpetts 
are vain and empty and necellari- 
ly iffue in vexation of fpirit.’ 
But the man who feareth God 
and keepeth his commandments 
embraceth the higheft perfection 
of the moral fyftem, the glory ¢ 
God and the good of his kingdom, 
and knows that all this is mad: 


nic 
his 
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eertain under the perfect governe ; 
went of God; he therefore has 
his defire, and is happy in his cor- 
uexions, labors and profpeés, sail 
even in his forrows, 

Therefore * fear God and keep 
bis commandments, for this is the 
whole of man.””—Thus we fee 
the connexion and harmony of all 
the parts of this book with each 
other, and the holy fcriptures in 
general, in the central and funda~ 


mental article of all morality, re- 


ligion, and happinefs to man, the 
love of God and our neighbor, 
and therefore the preceding inter- 
pretation mutt be right. 


CONCLUSION. 


An attentive perufal of this 
book clearly evinceth its claim’ 
to a place in the facred canon. 
It contains an excellent fyftem of 
Chriftian morality. Not indeed 
a6 cahsbtting a very particular 
revelation of the mediatorial fyf- 
tem, this was referved for other, 
and efpecially later, infpired wri- 
ters of the holy feriptures. But 
it contains that fyftem of ethics, 
10 where to be found except in 
the facred writers, or in thofe au- 
thors who learned it from them. 
None of the philofophers ever dif- 
covered and publiflied it.—Com- 
pared with this, their beft compo- 
litions are only words at random. 

The book which has paffed in 
review, reveals the infinite perfec- 
tion of the only living and true 
God, difplayed in his moral and 
providential government over man; 
and clearly points eut the whole 
duty of man as a moral being, 
coniifting in union to God and 
his kit ngdom, or in fearing God 
and keeping his commandments ; 
and fhews that this is not only 
the duty, but the happinefs of 
man, and the only path of life 
which leads to perfonal and genes 
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ral happinefs, and will iffue in it, 


| and that all the ways of fin tend 
' to mifery, here and hereafter, and 


will iffue in it. Finally, it de- 
clares the finfulnefs and: mifery of 
mao, and the final judgment and 
retributions of eternity ; and thus 
teaches: the neceffity of the medi- 
atorial fyftem of grace, and points 
us to it. 

The mode of teaching in this 
book is indeed peculiar, by which 
it is adapted to excite our diligent 
attention and humble inquiry. 
Let us treafure up its precious in- 
ftru€tions in our hearts, and prac- 
tife them in our lives, 

Let the man of the world, the 
voluptuary, the freethinker and the 
philefopher, bow to the inftruc- 
tions of heavenly wifdom, and 
learn that fyftem of divine moral- 
ity no where to be found but in 
divine revelation, embrace it in 
their hearts, and reduce it to prac- 
tice. In this way only, will they 
find relief from the numerous and 
never-ending perplexities and vex~ 
ations which attend them in all’ 
their purfuits. 

An appeal may be moft readily 
made to the characters juft men- 
tioned, if they do not find in their 
hours of felf refle€tion that all 
their purfuits after happinefs, in 
any other way, are attended with 
difappoint ment, and iffue in vanity 
and vexation of {pirit.—This book 
and the holy f{criptures in general, 
exhibit a fyflem of morals and 
fcheme of happinefs, which will 
bear the molt fevere fcrutiny of 
reafon and philofophy, and is fanc- 
tioned by the experience of the 
wifelt and beft men who ever liv. 
ed in our world. 

What has the man of the world 
to rifk in the experiment of this 
only way to happinefs which the 
wife and good of all ages have 
troddea ?—Tiiis prefent courfe of 
life is full of vanity aad vexation 
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‘of fpirit, and its final iffue cannot everlafting fire, Prepared for the 
fail of hopelefs mifery. Should | devil and his angels.” It js ¢;. 
this fail him at the latt, he could | dent therefore, that the wicked 
lofe nothing in the end, and he | are in a very dangerous and yp. 
would be happy while here.— | happy fituation, and that theycan. 


But it cannot fail. It retts on | 
the ftable foundation of the per- 
feGtion and government of God ; | 
on the immutable nature of good | 
and evil, and the clear and abun. 
dant teftimoay of divine revel 
tion. 








: | 
Ifai. Ivii. 21. ** There is no peace, 


_ faith my God, to the wicked.” | 


T appears from the facred | 
feriptures, that mankind are | 
divided into two diftinG clafles ; | 
which are denominated righteous | 
and wicked, faints and _finners, holy | 


and unholy, the friends and enemies | 


of Chrift, thofe who are born of | 


God, anc thofe who are dead in 
fin. To once of thefe claffes be- 
longs every individual of the hu- 
manrace. For it is evident, that 
every one mult be either holy or 
unholy, a friend or enemy to the 
divine character. Accordingly 
the Lord Jefus declares, ** He, 
that is not with me, is againtt 
me.”’ 

To the righteous are made 
many great and precious promifes. 


It is declared, that they are the | 


children and heirs of God—that | 





| 
| 


“all things fhall work together | 
for their good,” and that © their | 
light afflictions, which are but for | 


a moment, fhal! work for them a 
far more exceeding aid eternal 
weight of glory.” But againtt 
the wicked aredenounced the moft 
dreadfal evils and threatenings. 
It is declared, that “ they are 
eurfed, when they go out. aud 
when they come in’?’—that * they 


are condemned already, and the | 


wrath of God abideth ou them, 
and that they fhail go away into 


| aud are ready to fat 
and fink them down to reme 


not enjoy any real peace or happi. 
nefs. Accordingly it is declared 
by Jehovah, that © There is no 
peace to the wicked.” 

To illuftrate the truth of this 
divine declaration in fome partic. 
ulars, it may be obferved, 

1. That they can have no peace 
with God. For the {eriptures de. 
clare, that they are “ enemies to 
God’’—that ‘ the carnal mind is 
enmity againft him,” and that 
“they hate both the Father and 
theSon.” They alfo declare, that 
** God is angry with the wicked 
every day—that his foul hateth 
them, and that he will render to 
them indignation and wrath.” 

‘Thus there is no peace between 
God and the wicked. For while 
they zre thus at variance with the 
infinite God, the great fource of 
all good, or oppofed to his glor- 
ous chara¢ter, and under his wrath 
and curfe ; itis certain, that they 
can enjoy no true peace. 

2. There is no peace betweenthe 
wicked and the divine law. They 
are oppoted to the law both in its 
requirements and penalties. They 
view it as being too ftrict and rigid 
in requiring us at all times to love 
God with all our hearts, and our 
neighbor as ourfelves; and efpe- 
cially in condemning for every 


| tranfgreflion, and threatening «ttt 


na! death, as the juft wages ° 
, 


every fin. Thus they are at heart 


oppofed to God’s holy law, 20 
living 10 difobedience and rebele 
lion apaintt it. This law alfo con 
demns them for all their numerous 
fins. All its curfes and penalties 
fiand in full force agatult them 
\} upon them 
dilelé 
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deftru€tion.—There is therefore 
no peace to the wicked with the 
divine law. They are oppofed to 
its requirements and penalties, 
and are under its condemning 
fentence. 

3. There is no peace between the 
wicked and the gofpel. For the 
gofpel as really requires holinefs, 
or fupreme love to God, and a 
difinterefted affeGtion for our fel- 
low creatures, as does the law. 
Yea, it fupports and juftifies the 
law, and requires our cordial ap- 
probation of it in order to falva- 
tion. The gofpel alfo dooms the 
impenitent to everlafting deftrus. 
tion, as really as the law does. 
For it declares, that “* except we 
repent, we fhall all perifh””—that 
thofe, ** who believe not, fhall be 
damned,”’ and that “ the Lord 
Jefus, when revealed from heaven 
ia flaming fire, will take vengeance 
on them that ebey not the gofpel, 
who fhall be punifhed with ever- 
lafting deftruction. And there is 
not, inthe whole gofpel, one pro- 
mife of final fafety, made to the 
impenitent. Thus the gofpel in 
its requirements and penalties as 
much croffes the unholy temper 
of the wicked, as really dooms 
them to eternal mifery, as does 
the law itfelf. The impenitent 
therefore are as really oppofed to 
the gofpel, as to the law; and 
they no more love and obey the 
one, than the other. 

4. The wicked can have no 
true peace of confcience, while they 
are thus in a ftate of impenitence 
and condemnation. Their con- 
fciences, when awake, muft con- 
demn them for their oppofition 
againt God, againft his holy law 
and gofpel of grace, and muft fill 
them with a painful fenfe of their 
fia and folly, and with dreadful 
apprehenfions of future wrath and 
milery. This is always the cafe 
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in fome degree, when perfons are 
awakened by the fpirit of God to 
form a juft fenfe of their ftate and 
charaGter. And it will be more 
efpecially the cafe with the wick. 
ed in the future world, and at the 
day of final judgment ; when their 
confciences will be perfectly a- 
wake, and all their fins will be fet 
in full view before them, with all 
theirheinous aggravations. Then, 
as the fcriptures declare, their 
mouths will be fhut, and their 
confciences will fill them with un- 
utterable horror and anguifh for 
their great wickednefs and folly. 
This will be “ their worm that 
dieth not.”” Thus the wicked 
can have no true peace ; for when- 
ever conf{cience is awake, as it 
certainly will be fooner or later, 
it will occafion them great horror 
and remorfe. And if any are now 
eafy and carelefs in their impeni- 
tence, it is becaufe their confcien- 
ces are ftupefied, and lulled by fin 
to a molt dangerous fecurity. 
5- The wicked have nothing 
to afford any real /atisfa@ion or 
peace to the foul. ‘They are feeking 
their happinefs in worldly obje@ts 
and enjoyments. But thefe are 
fading, and cannot, while poffeff- 
ed, fatisfy the vaft defires of the 
immortal mind. Thefe enjoy- 
ments are alfo precarious and dif- 
appointing—attended with many 
troubles and vexations, and at far- 
theft will foon be gone forever. 
Thus the wicked, who are feeking 
their happinefs from worldly ob- 
jects, have nothing which can 
yield the foul any real peace, or 
fatisfy its boundlefs defires. 
Efpecially they have nothing 

to afferd any fubitantial peace or 
fupport under the many evils and 
troubles of life. ‘* Man is born 
to trouble, as the fparks fly up- 
ward.”? While we fojourn here 
in this vale of tears, we are con- 
Aaa 
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tinually expofedte numerouspains, 
ficknefles, loffes, forrews and dif- 
appointments. But as the wick- 
ed are feeking their happinefs from 
the things of this world, thefe af- 
fliGtions {trike at the very founda- 
tion of all their comforts. For 
take away the world, and what 
have they more? When there- 
fore they are vilited with forrows 
and calamities, or croffed in their 
purfuits and expectations, what 
have they to yicld fupport and 
confolation ? fince they have no 
God as a friend, and no treafures 
inheaven. And if they look for- 
ward into the future world, inftead 
of finding any fource of comfort, 
they have reafon to fear, that their 
prefent troubles are but the begin- 
ning of forrow. How gloomy 
and unhappy then the fituation of 
the wicked under diftrefling ca- 
lamities and afflictions, fince they 
have nothing to afiord them any 
fubftantial peace or fupport ? 

6. They have no juft ground 
of peace and confolation, when 
refleGting upon the fhortnefs and 
uncertainty of life, and upon the 
folemn fcenes of death and the 
eternal world. * It is appointed 
unto mtn once to die, but after 
this the judgment.” We know, 
that we are haftening to the grave 
—are continually expofed to the 
ftroke of death, and at fartheft 
riuft foon go hence and be ftrip- 
ped of all our earthly poffeffions 
and enjoyments. We are fre- 
quently reminded of thefe folemn 
truths by fickuefs and the death 
of others, as well as by the word of 
God. Unlefs flupid as the brutes, 
thefe refleAions will often crowd 
into our minds. But how pain- 
ful mutt be fuch refleGtions to the 
wicked, who are feeking their 
happinefs from the world, and 
have no treafures in heaven? How 
gloomy to refle&t, they are con- 
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tinually liable by the ftroke of 
death to be ftripped of every 
comfort—are {wiftly advancing 
towards the grave—mutt foon bid 
an eternal adieu to all thofe ob. 
je&s, which they are feeking as 
their chief good—appear at the 
bar of their Judge, and receive 
that final fentence, which wil] 
doom them, if they remain im. 
penitent, to everlafting woe and 
defpair. How will fuch re. 
fiections dampen the pleafures of 
the wicked, caft a gloom on their 
worldly joys and profpedts, and 
fill them with the moft painful ap. 
prehenfions? Thus they can have 
no juft ground of peace, when 
they refle& upon thefe folemn 
truths. 

And how unfpeakably wretch. 
ed muft be their fituation in the 
awful hour of death? What mif- 
erable comforters will earthly ob- 
jects be in this trying fcene, when 
fuffering the pangs of diflolving 
nature, taking their laft fad fare. 


| well of all earthly friends and en- 





joymente, ju& going to meet the 
frowns of their Almighty Judge, 
and receive their eternal doom? 
Did they poffefs the whole world, 
could it afford any eafe to the 
diftrefled body, or any confolation 
to the departing foul? Surely 
then there can be no peace in this 
diftreffing feene to the wicked— 
to thofe, who have not Jefus for 
a friend, and and have no treafure 
in heaven. But the moft dread- 
ful anguifh and defpair mutt over- 
whelm them, if they have a0} 
jut fenfe of their fituation. 
Laftly : There will be no peace 
to the wicked in the eterna 
world. For it is declared, that 
« God will render to them indig- 
nation and wrath, tribulation an 
anguifh—that the Lord Jefus; 
when he fhall be revealed from 
heaven in flaming fire, will take 
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vengeance on them that obey not 
the gofpel, who fhall be punifhed 
with everlafting deftru€tion from 
the prefence of the Lord and the 
glory of his power, and that they 
fhall go away into everlafting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels; where they fhall have no 
reft, day nor night, and the fmoke 
of their torment afcendeth forever 
and ever.” 


In view of the fubje& it may 
be obferved, 

1ft. That it is evident, that all 
mankind will not be faved or hap- 
py at death, as fome have endea- 
vored to prove. For were this 


the cafe, then all the wicked, to | 


whom God hath faid there is no 


peace, would have a great fource | 
of peace and confolation under | 
the evils and troubles of life. For 
they would have an affurance, that | 
all their prefent momentary afflic. | 


tions and troubles would foon be 
{wallowed up in a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of 


glory and happinefs. Yea, they | 


would have as great an affurance 


of this, as the righteous could 


have. It therefore could not be 


true, upon this fuppofition, that | 


there is no peace to the wicked. 
For they would have grcat and 
fubftantial fources of peace and 
{upport from the divine promife 
of endlefs glory and felicity. But 
fince, as appears fram the fubject 
and exprefs declarations of fcrip- 
ture, ** there 1s no peace to the 
wicked,’? it is certain, that all 
mankind will not be faved at 
death. 

2d. It appears from the fub- 
jet, that the wicked are in a moft 
wretched and dangerous fituation. 
For they are enemies to God, the 
great feurce of all good ; and he 
is angry with them every day. 
They ave oppofed to his holy law, 
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‘the eternal world ; where they 


| You are here in a world of trou- 







































that perfe&t flandard of right, and 
are under its condemning fentence. 
And even the gofpel affords them 
no peace or fafety, while in their 
fins ; for it leaves the impenitent 
under an aggravated condemna- 
tion, and will betothem “ afavor 
of death unto death.” As they 
are feeking their happinefs from 
the world, and have no treafure in 
heaven ; they have nothing which 
can fatisfy the defires of the foul; 
and yield it any real peace—noth- 
ing, which can afford any fubftan- 
tial peace, and fupport them under 
the many evils, troubles and dif- 
appointments of life, or in view of 
the folemn fcenes of death and 
the eternal world. ‘They have no 
fources of confolation in their dy- 
ing moments, when about to be 
torn from every earthly good, and 
appear at the bar of their offends 
ed Judge to hear their final doom. 
And they can have no peace in 


mutt fuffer indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguifh—have no 
reft, day nor night, and the fmoke 
of their torments fhall afcend up 
forever and ever. It behoveth 
you, finners, ferioufly to reflect 
upon your wretched fituation. 


ble and forrow, expofed to nume- 
rous evils and calamities. Your 
earthly poffeffions and enjoyments, 
which are your all, cannot afford 
any real happinefs while poffeffed. 
They are tranfitory and difap- 
pointing, and will foon be forever 
gone. Your life will foon pafs 
away like avapor. You are rap- 
idly haftening towards the grave 
—are continually expofed to the 
ftroke of death, and know not 
what a day may bring forth. 
Thus you have nothing in this 
world to afford any permanent 
peace or confolation ; neither have 
you any fource of happinefs he- 


















yond the grave. But you have 
reafon to fear, that your prefent 
evils and fufferings are but the be- 
ginning of forrows. For you are 
in a ftate of condemnation—fuf- 
pended over deftruction by noth- 
ing but the flender thread of life, 
which is liable every moment to 
be cut afunder by the ftroke of 
death ; and you are haftening on 
to perdition, as fait as the wings 
of time cancarry you. Have you 
r-t then great reafon to be alarm- 
ed, and anxious to know what 
you fhall do to be faved? What 
folly to flatter yourfelves with 
peace and happinefs, while in your 
fins ; when God has declared, 
that there is no peace to the wick- 
ed? Your fituation, finners, is 
awfully wretched and dangerous, 
and you muft fooner or later be 
brought to realize it, whether you 
will or not. For at death, and 
when you enter the eternal world, 
you will no longer be able to {till 
the voice of confcience, or fhut 
your eyes againft the truth. Your 
mifery will then ftare you in the 
face with unfpeakable horror and 
anguifh. Then your fear will 
come as defolation—your deftruc- 
tion as a whirlwind ; diftrefs and 
anguith will come upon you. Be 
perfuaded, then, as you regard 
your eternal welfare, in this your 
day to attend to the things which 
belong to your peace, bebbre they 
fhall be forever hidden from your 
eyes. ‘ Be ye reconciled unto 
God.” Acquaint now yourfelves 
with him, and be at peace; and 
thereby good fhall come unto you. 
For then you will be entitled to 
the glorious promife of the bleffed 
Saviour, “ Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as tke world giveth, give I 
ynto you.” 


H. E. 
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To tHe Epirors oF tue Cone 


NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma. 
GAZINE. 


On the reafonablene{s of an immedi. 


ate Repentance. 


(Continued from page 348.) 
ii A NOTHER truth of very 


ferious import is, that 
no part of our liyes can be recal. 
led. Whether we {pend our time 
in idlenefs and diffipation, or con. 
tent ourfelves with the more ra. 
tional pleafures of the mind; 
whether we are engaged in 
projects of ambition, or fpend 
our powers in purfuit of literary 
fame; whether we are rich or 
poor, elevated or humble, honored 
or defpifed, it is certain that we 
are continually and irrefiftibly 
drawing near to the clofe of our 
lives, and to our entrance uponan 
eternal and unchangeable tate of 
exiftence. As time paffes on, it 
goes from our reach forever ; and 
yefterday is as completely out of 
our power, as the days beyond the 
flood. If this ineftimable treaf- 
ure could be reftored to our pray- 
ers, or redeemed by our facrifices, 
it would feem lefs unreafonable 
to {pend it in negle& of the only 
thing worthy of our conitant, 
faithful, and perfevering labors. 
Suppofe a perfon to have rifen in 
rebellion againft a rightful human 
authority ; fuppofe him to have 
feduced other fubje¢ts from their 
allegiance, and to have diflemina- 
ted the feeds of anarchy, confu- 
fion, and mifery ; fuppofe him te 
have treated all offers of pardon 
from his fovereign, with the moft 
deliberate malice, and the moft 
contemptuous negleét, although 
his life was in his fovereign’s hands; 
and fuppofe the offer to be made 
him lying under fentence of con 
demnation, that if he would re: 
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nounce his rebellion from the 
heart, and become an obedient 
fubject, his paft wickednefs fhould 
be fergiven, and himfelf releafed 
from the juft penalty of the law: 

if he {pent the few hours allotted 
him for repentance, in idlenels, in 
trivial amufements, or in unprofit- 
able converfation, things exceed- 
ingly difpleafing to his fovereign, 
when he knew that the only op- 
portunity of afking for favor was 
{peedily paffing away, and could 
never be recalled, how finifhed 
fhould we declare his depravity, 
how callous his heart! But this 
is a very faint refemblance of the 
condu& of finners towards an in- 
finitely holy God. Certainly the 
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thought that time once pafled is 
irrevocably pafled, ought to pre- 
vent us in future from trifling with 3 
that precious opportunity of being | 
reconciled to our Maker, which 
he in boundlefs condefcenfion has | 
beftowed upon us. 

5- There is another argument | 
which ought to be felt by every | 
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attention to infignificant things, 
and been fo little engaged in the 
fervice of their heavenly Father. 
How is it, then, with you, O im- 
penitent finners, who do not pre- 

tend that you have ferved God at 
Ai ? or, if you do pretend it, 
where is the leaft fhadow of foun- 
dation for your pretence, as long 
as you continue to {lit the door 
of your hearts againft the Saviour, 
and thus to perfevere in an obfti- 
nate rebellion againft the King of 
Kings? Review your paft lives, 
and confider whether they have 
not been foolifhly mifpent. When ~ 
you contemplate the chara€ter and 
government of God, as exhibited 
in the Bible, can you imagine 
| that, if you are yet impenitent, 
you have ever employed a fingle 
moment as you ought? What a 
dreadful refleClion is this! You 
are then forced to confefs, that 
your lives have been hitherto ta- 
ken up, in a continued feries of 
oppofition to God. 

If this view is painful and difa- 


ingenuous mind; by every mind | greeable, much more have you 
which has the leatt fenfe of obli- | need to be aftonifaed, when you 
gation or gratitude. It is this: | pafs with a {crutinizing eye over 
We have mifpent much of our | the particular ais of your lives. 
time already. Of that time which | How many Sabbaths have you 
was given us, that we might be | violated and profaned? How ma- 


reconciled to God, through the 
gofpel of his Son ; that we might | 
aflift in recovering a guilty world | 
from its dreadful bondage ; and | 

ihat we might fhun hell, and pre- | 
pare for heaven, we have watted | 
much, very much, already. Is | 
there a fingle perfon who does 
not plead guilty to this charge? 
Certainly the beft, the holieft, the 
wifeft of men, have been the nol: 
forward to acknowledge their ex- 
ceeding criminality in this refpe&. 

Even thofe who have been bro’t 
home to God ina their early youth, 
or in their childhood, have lament- 





ed that they have paid fo ‘much 


“ny faithful termons, and tender 
| expoftulations, have you defpifed 
and contemned ? Againft how 
many remonitrances, aud admoni- 
tious, from parents and friends, 
have you tteeled your hearts ? 
How have your Bibles, thofe pre- 
cious oracles of divine truth, lain 
upon your fhelves unopened, al- 
though they are able to make you 
wife to falvation? How many 
delightful opportunities of prayer 
and praife have been loft to you 
forever, merely becaufe you had 
not a heart to improve them ? ? 
How many glorious victories 
might you have obtained over fig 
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and Satan, had you been willing 
to put oa thewhole armor of God? 
In how many initances might 

ou hace firengthened and com- 
aw cheered and edified, the 
humble followers of the Lord Je- 
fus, had you been difpofed to caft 
in your Jot with them? If health 
has been beftowed upon you, how 
have you confumed it upon your 
lufts, inftead of {pending it to the 
glory of him, from whom cometh 
down every good gift, and every 
perfe gift? How many evil and 
pernicious examples have you fet ; 
in how many carclefs, frivolous, 
unprofitable converfations have 
you been engaged ; and how has 
the whole tenor of your conduct 
been conducive to the encouraging 
of finners in their fius? Probably 
all thefe things, and many more, 
may, without the icait agerava- 
tion, be affirmed of you. Confi- 





der how much good you might | 
have done, and how little you have | 


performed, and can you be willing 


to go on ftill in forgetfulnefs of | 
God ; in adding to tie vatt cata- | 
logue of hours {pent in negle& of | 


heaven, and preparation for hell ? 
If you poffefs the lealt fenle of 
propriety, the leaft {park of gen- 
erofity, how mutt yourconfciences, 


on the review of your co du, ' 


urge it upon you, that the time 


miferation, their madnefs never {o 
complete, as when we {ee them 
Spending their money for that whigh 
is not bread, and their labor for that 
which fatisfieth not. On this ace 
count, [ have the more frequently 
referred to the eagernefs with 
which they profecute defigns a. 
greeable to them, and to the back. 
wardnefs which they manifet to. 
wards engaging in thofe things 
which moft intimately concer 
their future well-being. But no 
one will difpute me, when I fay, 
that it is a dictate of true wifdom, 


to engage immediately, apd with 


earneft prayers for Divine affit. 


ance, ina work, concerning which 
it may be truly faid, it is of eter. 


| nal importance, that it thould be 


faithfully performed. How in. 
conceivably great is the bufinels 
of falvation! Weneed not won. 
der that we are commanded t 
qwork it out with fear and trembling, 
if we call to mind, that we are 
naturally dead in trefpaffes and 
fins, and mutt be reftored to fpir- 
itual life, or die forever ; that we 
have evil detires to be denied, evil 
paflions to be controled, and evil 
hearts to be purified ; that acon 


ftaint and unremitting warfare mul 
_ be maintained againtt all the ene: 


pap? of your lives ought to fuffice to ' 


have wrought the will of the Gen- 
tiles, and that it is incumbent up- 


on you henceforth #o perfed holi- | 


nefs in the fear of the Lord. 

6. Avery great work is to be 
performed, if you are ever faved. 
And here I would requeft the 
reader to confider how the men of 
the world labor, and perfevere, 
when they are engaged in a work 
of difficulty, and one upon the ac- 
complifhment of which their hearts 
are much fixed. The folly of men 
never appears fo worthy of com- 





mies ef our everlafting peace ; 
that we are enthralled to Satan, 
and groan under the mott difgrace- 
ful bondage to corruption, a ben- 
dage of body and mind, from 
which our unaffifted endeavors cat 
never deliver us ; and that all out 
evil propenfities have gathered 
ftrength to an alarming degret by 
repeated indulgence. If we have 
been in the habit of frequenting 
loofe company, thiemutt be aban- 
doned ; if we have permitted our 
felves to {peak impure or profane 
words, or to harbor impure tho 2 
thefe things muft be banifhed wit! 
inflexible refolution ; if we have 
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omitted prayer, and reading the 
feriptures, thefe duties muft make 
a part of our daily bufinefs. In 
fhort, if any perfon doubts whe- 
ther the work of falvation be a 
work of incalculable importance, 
let him read any one of St. Paul’s 
Epiftles, and he cannot but ac- 
knowledge his unreafonable ftu- 
pidity. C. Y. A. 
(To be continued. ) 





Letter to a doubting Friend. 


DEAR FRIEND, 
AVING been for fome 
time confined by indifpofi- 
tion, I take the liberty by my pen 
to converfe with you. Ihave no 
felfith, party or interefted motives 
to induce me toit. I wifh you 
to receive my ideas in the fame 
friendfhip and candor which dic- 
tate them. 

I do not write from a falfe or 
party zeal for any particular fen- 
timents ; but from the refult of 
much deliberate thought and ftu- 
dy, in which my life has been 
much employed. Iam not fenfi- 
ble of any bitternefs towards my 
friend, who thinks and judges dif- 
ferently from me; for he isentitled 
to the fame liberty to think and 
judge that I am; but experience 
abundantly teaches us that the 
human mind is liable to err, both 
ia adopting premifes and drawing 
conclufions. 

Taking it for granted that you 
have doubted the truth of the Bi- 
bie and finally have fet it afide, as 
iavented by priefts and rulers to 
anfwer finiter purpofes, I ‘hall 
not quete its authority nor rail 
at you for difbelieving it ; but 
endeavor to meet you on the 
ground where you ftand. 

According to the courfe of na- 
ture, you and [ muft foon clofe 
ur accounts with all the things 
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of this world forever. How much 
fooner a weak, a month, or a year 
feems to pafs away with us now 
than in youth! This muft make 
the uncertain remainder appear 
very fhort indeed! What we do 
mutt be done foon. If we exift 
hereafter, and that exiltence, in 
order to be a happy or a mifera- 
ble one, depends in any meafure 
on our condu& here, it is of high 
importance to attend to it. 

I thall take it for granted you 
believe with me that there is a 
God, the firft caufe and creator 
of all things, felf-exiftent and in- 
dependent, infinite in power, ree- 
titude and goodnefs, for fuch his 
works declare him to be. 

His works all bear the marks 
of infinite wifdom, power and 
goodnefs. To fay that every 
—- about us, and we ourfelves, 
are felf-exiftent, or are not bro’t 
into being by an all-wife, intelli- 
gent and powerful being, but ex- 
ift from ourfelves only, is faying 
too much, and faé ftands againit 
us. It is a received maxim in 
philofophy, that no effeét is great- 
er than its caufe; and while the 
fame caufe operates, the fame ef- 
fe& will be produced. Now if 
we are felf-exiftent, we exift by an 
abfolute neceflity in our own na- 
tures, and this ncceflity of exift. 
ence mult be always the fame, fo 
that we can never ceafe to exift 
or undergo change; but fac is 
againft this idea. 

If man is formed or comes into 
exiftence by a fortuitous jumble 
of atoms, undireéted by an ail- 
wife, intelligent being, the effe& 
is greater than the caufe which 
produced it ; for reafon and intel- 
ligence are produced by a caufe 
that has none. 

In fhort, we find ourfelves in a 
world of which we know but ht- 
tle, and are very much unacquaint- 
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ed with the mode of our own ex- 
iftence : we cannot continue our 
own lives, or reftore life to the 
meaneft fly that fkims the air.” 

I am not writing to you ona 
fubjeét new to me, or on which I 
have not deliberately read and 
thought. Iam not unacquainted 
with the mo‘ able writers againft 
revelation, fuch as Chubb, Hume, 
Tindal, Bolingbroke, Shaftefbu- 
ry, Voltaire, Paine and fome other 
modern writers. I mention Paine, 


but I think his reafonings very | 
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far inferior to feveral others men- | 
tioned. He rather attempts, with | 
Voltaire and Shaftefbury, to laugh | 


Chriftianity cut of countenance, 
than to confute it by folid and fair 
reafoning. 


but few men take pains to under- 
ftand what is revealed in the ferip- 


It is not ftrange to | 
me that men turn unbelievers ; for | 


tures, and much of what they do | 


underftand their hearts rife againtt, 
and they rather wifh to have it 
prove falfe than true. In fucha 
fituation they may eafily be beat 


off the ground, even by fophitti- | 
cal, but fmooth, fpecious and art- | 


ful reafonings, efpecially when 


joined with fatirical wit ; for men | 


hate to be the fubjeéts of ridi- 
cule. 

Mott of the late infidel writers 
do not reafon fairly concerning 
the truth of the Chriftian ferip- 
tures; for they take the fenti- 
ments and conduct of all anti- 
chriftian errorifts, who have rifen 


up in the church and called them- | 


{elves Chriftians, to fhow the in- 


antichriit, whofe rife, continuance 
and fall are foretold 


We 


tures. 

It is granted there are multi- 
tudes of falfe profeffors, and! 
falfe and contradictory fertiments, | 


> 


which they att 








[Aprit, 


from the Bible.” This may prove 
men’s hearts are bad ; but it no 
more proves the fcriptures falfe, 
than counterfeit money proves 
there is no true coin. It js hot 
fair reafoning to condemn the 
fcriptures becaufe A, B and ¢ 
profefs to believe them, and cop. 
tradi€t and condemn each other, 

To treat this matter fairly, the 
book itfelf, with the fyftem of re. 
ligion it contains, fhould be bro’: 
into view, candidly and fully rea. 
foncd upon ; and if it cannot bear 
the teft, let it be fet afide. |] 
have no defire to believe in a book, 
the truth and credibility of which 
cannot be fupported ; it is no gain 
to me to believe a lie. 

The writers againft revelation 
all repair to what they call reafon 
as an unerring ftandard ; but the’ 
they write under their all-perfe@ 
guide, I find they wholly difagree 
in fome effential points. Some 
fay there is no God, but nature 
and reafon—others fay there is an 
all-wife, perfect and intelligent 
Being, who made the Univerle 
and all it contains. Some affirm 
that he is infinitely above regard- 
ing the little affairs of men, or die 
recting by his providence anything 
that regards them ; and that its 
folly in the abftra&, for creatures 
at fuch an infinite diftance to pre- 
tend to pray unto him. Others, 


_admitting an univerfal providence, 


ftill rua every thing into fate. 
Some are confident there 15 for 
man no future ftate, but when he 


_ dies there is a total end of foul and 
cosfiftency of the Chrittian relig- | 
ion; even the errors of that very | 


é inthofe ferip- | 


° t . ‘ be 9 fT, 
empt to fuprort | concerning the chief good of ma, 


body both ; in a word, that death 
is an everlafting fleep. Others fay 
the foul is immortal and exills 
forever, and bring many #3" 
ments from nature and reafon to 
prove it, and that it is happy 
miferable according to its condi: 
here.——Much alfo has been faid 
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what it is, or wherein it confifts ; 
here alfo they differ, fome placing 
it in one thing and fome in ano- 
ther. 
From the foregoing ftatement 
ee, I think is as fair as I can 
give), it appears there is an im- 
penetrable cloud over human rea- | 
fon in regard to faturity, how | 
God will deal with his creature | 
man; whether he will annthilate | 
him at death, or continue his ex- | 
iftence forever. All before him | 
is darknefs and uncertainty. He | 
| 
| 
} 





is likewife ignorant how it is pro- 
per to treat his Maker. He | 
knows not whether God regards 
the trials and miferies of his crea- 
tures, or overrules any of their af- 
fairs by his providence, or whether | 
it is of any avail to pray to him | 
under their miferies and troubles. 
Every man has more or lefs of | 
the moral fenfe called confcience ; | 
this accufes him of often doing | 
wrong and committing fin. Here 
again human reafon can attain no | 
certainty whether God will find 
it for the benefit and glory of his 
kingdom to forgive the leaft fin; 
for we muft fuppofe his moral | 
re€titude to be as unchangeable | 
as his being. 
Our ftate in this world doth | 
not appear to be that of rewards | 
and punifhments, for the moit | 
wicked often profper, while the | 
| v 
| 


beft of men fuffer great adverfity 
and trouble ; fo that every thing 
which refpeéts futurity, fo far as 
human reafon can penetrate, is 
veiled in doubt. We cannot tell 
what will induce the Almighty to 
forgive our fins, or whether there 
is any fuch thing as forgivenefs : 
For fhould he forgive without any 
condition, or any punifhment for 
our fins, creatures could have no 
evidence but that he approved of 
fin as much as holinefs. 
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1 will only add one thing more, 
Vor. IV. No. ro. 





in which it appears to me reafon 
cannot fully difpel all doubt, that 
is this; Whether we havea right 
to take that life from any of God’s 
creatures, which we cannot give, 
in order to feed on their fiefh, 
without a particular warrant or 
liberty from him?) Many millions 
of the human race, who have not 
revelation, dare not do it; they 
kill no creature, and eat no flefh. 

Under all the darknefs, doubts 
and uncertainty of the human 
mind in regard to futurity, and 
many things prefent as they ftand 
conueéied with it, would it not be 
a defirable thing if God would 
give us a revelation of his mind 
and will, fufficient to difpel all 
doubt, and bring life and immor- 
tality to light, with full and fuffi- 
cient evidence that it came from 
him ? 

Let us fuppofe that under all 
this darknefs, uncertainty and 
doubt, we were now for the firft 
about to receive a revelation from 
God ; what fhould we expeét it to 
contain? Should we not expec 
he would reveal to us his own na- 
ture, being and attributes, fo far 


| as our capacities could receive, or 
| as was neceffary to our prefent and 


future felicity ? Should we not 
hope he would tell us of creation 
and the beginning of things, fo 
far as we could underftand them ? 
whether fo much fin, mifery and 
death was the original order of 
things—whether he intended we 
fhould exiit forever—and whether 
there is any way, confiltent with 
the honor of his government, to 
forgive and make the finnerhappy, 
and what are the terms of forgive- 
nefs? Whether things are always 
to go on in their prefent ftate, or 
a new order of things to take place 
at fome future period—and whe- 
ther foul and body are ever again 
to be united—and what is the na- 
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ture of that happinefs and of that 
world for which we muft now 
make preparation? It appears to 
me thefe would be fome of the 
leading points, on which we fhould 
hope and expect to obtain infor- 
mation, were we now going, for 
the firft, to receive a revelation 
from God ; for thefe are things 
about which human reafon can 
ive us no certainty. 

I might add, we fhould expect 
ihe revealed fyftem would be per- 
feGly confittent with reafon in all 
its effential parts; and though 
things might be brought into view 
beyond the reach of reafon, yet 
nothing contrary toit. Itishum- 
bly conceived that all thefe ideas, 
and many more that might be 
named, are fully anfwered in the 
book we receive as dictated by the 
fpirit of God. 

If the writers of the fcriptures 
were not infpired by the fpirit of 
God, but wrote to anfwer perfon- 
al and party purpofes, it is ftrange 
they were fo overfeen as to 
publifh a fyftem of doétrines fo 
contrary to the natural feelings of 
every heart, which muft render 


them very unpopular, for they | hand. 





[Apan, 


in his fins, the gofpel prefen 
only poffible ae for him, -_ 
is to redeem him from fin, and 
give him a holy temper and heart: 
but this is given in the appointed 
way, and in the ufe of proper 
means. 

It cannot be a matter of indif. 
ference whether the {criptures are 
true or not, or whether we believe 
them or net: For let what will 
be faid on the fubje& by philofo. 
phers and freethinkers, it is a de. 
monftrable fact that a man’s be. 
lief does influence his condu& and 
feelings ; if this is not the cafe, 
whence arifes the pretended ben. 
efit of philofophy and free think. 
ing ; and why Is any pains taken 


|to make men philofophers and 





| 


freethinkers ? 

I fee no harm that can arife 
from believing the feriptures are 
true. The dettrines they teach, 
put in practice, cannot make us 
lefs happy as individuals, or in fo. 
ciety. 

As individuals, under the infly- 
ence of repentance and faith, all 
the enjoyments of life are {weet- 
ened, as coming from a father’s 
Under troubles we ar 


tolerate no fin, in heart or life, in | fupported by a full belief that they 


any form or in any degree. 


I | are neceflary correétions laid upoa 


think it mutt be granted that no | us by the hand of love. The 


laws, rules or maxims were ever 
written that tended more to make 
iudividuals and fociety happy, 
than thofe given ia the {criptures. 

All finful paflions, ations and 
feelings are reprefented as having 
either prefent or future mifery 
connected with them, in the very 
nature of things. It is impofiible 
for a proud, felfifh or envious per- 
fon to be happy. Unbounded 
gratification of appetites and paf- 
jions, though it may give a mo- 
mentary pleafure, is followed by 
a train of evils, difeafes and death. 





As the finner cannot be happy | to us. 


valley of the fhadow of death is 
not covered with clouds, doubts 


_and darknefs, but brightened with 


light from the funof righteoufuels. 
The more diftant profpect, beyond 
the grave, is all light, and opens 
to us the river of life, and the un- 
{peakable glories of the city 
God, where the fociety is all love 
and peace, and nothing entels 
that offends. 

In fociety the feriptures teac# 
us benevolence and kindnefs ; t 
do to others as we would have 
others, in like circumitances, do 


Certainly the Chriftian 
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hope ia a pleafing one ; it affords 
more real happinefs in this life, 
than any other; and, if true, it 
ftands conneéted with fuch future 
glories as eye hath not feen, ear 
heard, or has entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. But 
fhould it after all prove falfe, if 
there is a future ftate, the Chrif- 
tian flands as fair a candidate for 
happinefs there as any man; and 
if there is no future ftate, he can 
fleep as quietly in non-exiftence as 
an unbeliever. 

Thus, at any rate, the real 
Chriftian has much the advantage 
on his fide; for let the Chriftian 
religion prove true or falfe, {till 
he is fafe. But fhould it prove 
true, as I have no doubt it will, 
the cafe muft be far otherwife 
with the unbeliever ; for the per- 
fon, who finally rejeéts it, can 
have nothing to hope from it. 
The threatenings of both law and 
cofpel are dreadful, and mutt fall 
in their full force upon him.—I 
am not endeavoring to frighten 
you into religion, but I fincerely 
believe it true, and long to have 
my friend ftand on the fafe fide, 
by a timely flight from the wrath 
to come. 

I am not writing about the tri- 
fles of time, for they will foon be 
atanend. But eternal happinefs 
or eternal mifery are concerns of 
high importance ! 

Let me earneftly requeit you 
not to decide againft revelation 
too haltily ; the matter is too im- 
portant to let prejudice have any 
hand in the decifion; candidly 
examine the arguments for, as well 
asagainft. Many very fubtle rea- 
jonings are fophiftical ; and tho’ 
calculated to deceive if poflible 
the very ele&t, ftill cannot bear 
the clear teft of truth. The heart 
i3 very deceitful, and it is difficult 


Well-doing and Evil-doing diftinguifhed. 
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I doubt not there are many, who 
(according to fcripture language) 
do not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, but have pleafure in 
unrighteoufnefs ; that are given 
up to ftrong delufions to believe 
a lie. 

I afk pardon for intruding fo 
long on your patience; the im- 
portance of the fubject is my only 
apology, and as you and I mutt 
foon drop thefe bodies, let us now 
lay afide all prejudice, or ambition 
to fupport a fentiment, or main- 
tain the ground we have taken; 
let us fearch for truth as the only 
thing that can do us good, and 
pray God to help us in the in- 
quiry. I am, &c. 





Well doing and evil-doing diflin- 
guifbed and illuftrated, ina few 
brief remarks on Gen. WW. 7. 
“Tf thou docft well, foalt theu 
not be accepted? and if thou dosft 
not well, fin lieth at the door.” 


OD fpake thefe words to 
Cain. ‘The occafion of his 
{peaking them was this: Cain 
and Abel bro’t each an offering 
unto the Lord, according to their 
refpective occupations. Cain, 
who was a tiller of the ground, 
bro’t of the fruit thercof an offer- 
ing. Abel, who was a fhepherd, 
bro’t of the firftlings of his flock. 
And the Lord had refpeé& unto 
Abel, and his offering ; but un- 
to Cain, and his offering, he had 
not refpe&t. The confequence of 
this difference was, that Cain was 
wroth, and his countenance fell. 
This gave occafion for God’s fay- 
ing unto him, /f thou doef well, 
fralt thou not be accepted ? and jf 
thou doeft not well, fin lieth at the 
door. ‘To this there could be no 
reafonable objection. But Cain 
confidered the Moft High, as a 


‘or us to know ourfelves ; and I | refpecter of perfons, in accepting 
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[Apan, 


Abel’s offering, and rejecting his. | plain ; the faith, which js hens 
It appears, however, from what | defcribed, rot only implies cop. 
God faid to Cain, that he was not | fiftent apprehenfions of the char. 


at all influenced by a refpeét of | 
perfons ; but, that Abel did well, | 
in the fenfe here intended, where- | 
as Cain did not well. It is, there- | 
fore, very important to know | 
what couftituted the difference, | 


between the offerings of thefe two | 


brethren. 


This will enable us to | 


underftand that ewe//-doing, which | 


is acceptable in the fight of God, 
fo as to diftinguifh it, from that 
evil-doing, which is not accepta- 
ble. It appears, that the former 
of thefe does not confift in any 
acts of mere outward obedience. 
For aught which appears, Cain 
did as well, in this rfp @, as Abel; 
but was not accepted. Qn this 
account he was wroth. But Abel 
did well, and was accepted. 
What would otherwife feem 
difficult, in attending to the cafe 
of thefe two brethren, is rendéred 
quite plain by what the Apoftle 
has faid on the fubjeét, to the 
Hebrews. * By faith, Abel of- 
fered unto God a more excellent 
facrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witnefs that he was right- 
cous; God teltifying of his gifts ; 
and by it he, being dead, yet 
f{peaketh.” The faith, here in- 
tended, is doubtlefs that, without 
which, the Apoftle had jutt before 
faid, it is impoflible to pleafe God. 
This muft be that which is called, 
in proper diftin&tion from all oth- 
er, a living faith. It is faid ac- 
cordingly, ¢o work by live, and 
purify the heart. God has feen 
fit to conftitute and ordain, yea 
to promife, that fuch as exercife 
this faith, and exhibit the proper 
fruits of it, fhould be accepted 
and faved ; and to threaten, that 
with any thing, which is poffible 
without, they fhould be condemn- 
ed and rejected. The reafon is 





ater and work of Chrift, as a gj. 
vine Mediator, and the way of 
acceptance with God thro’ him, 
but a holy union of heart to him; 
and thence a {pirit of obedience 
unto all his commandments. 

We are taught by the preced. 
ing remarks, that it is a general 
rule, in the government of God, 
to treat mankind according to the 
{late of their hearts, and the mo- 
tives, by which they are influenced 
in their treatment of him. If 
thefe are holy, involving in ther 
a living faith, men will be owned 
andaccepted. If otherwife, God 
will reject them, any fhew of pie- 
ty and obedience notwithitanding. 

We farther leara, from the fore- 
going remarks, why faith and un- 
beliet, in the gofpel ufe of thefe 
terms, are fo decifive of men’s 
charaCters, and future profpeds. 
Faith, fpringing up from a new 
heart, and producing a holy life, 
implies all the requitite qualifica- 
tions for the kingdom and enjoy- 
ment of God. Accordingly, u- 
belief implies, that men are yet 
carnal, fold under fin; that their 
hearts are at enmity againft Goi, 
and wholly deilitute of thet holt- 
nefs, without which no man fhall 
fee the Lord. Such was the 
charaéter of Cain. Such too are 
the charaersof all unrenewed fin- 
ners ; whatever motives they m@y 
find, for drawing nigh unto God 
with the movth, and honoring 
him with the lips, while the heart 
is far from him. 

We are farther taught, by 3 
view of this fubject, that Godre 
quireth no unlioly fervices of mai- 


kind. 9 


He requireth them to do 


well; but this well-doing implies 
a living and holy faith ; and - 
faith an obedient and holy temp’ 








ove 
On. 
lar. 
di. 
of 


im, 


eral 


the 


ies 
nis 


1804. } 


and therefore, a new heart, and a 
{ 
| 


new fpirit. For God to require 
any thing lefs, would be requiring 
what he cannot accept at their 
hands; and what, therefore, can. | 
not be reconciled with his infinite | 
holinefs. 

It appears from the example of | 
Cain, that the mere external per- | 
formance of religious duties does | 
nothing, towards mending the 
heart. Cain bro’t his offering | 
unto the Lord ; but was ftill ca- | 
pable of being angry with God, 
and of hating his brother. His 
example is ouly one, among ma- 
ny millions. Multitudes prove, | 
that they are rendered no better, 
by external a¢ts of obedience, | 
when they find fault with their | 
teachers, and even with God him- ! 
felf, for affuring them, that he re- , 
quireth truth in the inward part, 
and that he will regard all which 
is done with ever fo much outward 
fanétity, as mere hypocrify and 
wickednefs, when the heart is 
withholden. 

Again ; thofe who think God 

a hard matter, becaufe he will not 
accept of mere external obedience, 
in lieu of a believing and holy 
temper, may fee, that they are go- 
ing in the way of Cain. They 
plead, that they ought to be ac- 
cepted, when they do as well as 
they can ; whereas they mean 
nothing more, than doing as well 
as they can, confiftently with a 
temper of heart, which is at total 
variance with God, with holinefs, 
and with all the motives which 
ought to influence their attempis 
to ferve him. They accordingly 
exhibit the fame fpirit which Cain 
did; are of the fame character 
with him; and muft expect to 
meet him, in the fame place of 
torment. 

We may fee alfo, ia the exam- 
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- Jefus. 





ple of Cain, the nature and grounds 







































of the diflike, and oppofition, 
which are found in many wicked 
men, againft the true difciples of 
“ Not, faith the Apottle, 
as Cain, who was of that wicked 
one, and flew his brother. And 
wherefore flew he him? Becaufz 
his own works were evil, and bis 
brother’s righteous.”? The {pirit 
of Cain was that, which has influ- 
enced the perfecutors of true retig- 
ion and its votaries, from the death 
of Abel, down to the prefent time. 

Finally, we learn from all which 
has been faid, why finners of man- 
kind muft be born again, that 
they may fee the kingdom of 
heaven. “The {pirit, which reigns 
in them, till they have a new 
heart, and are made holy, is a to- 
tal difqualification for dwelling in 
the prefence of God, and for uni- 
ting in the holy fociety and em- 
ployments of the neavenly world. 
Was Cain a meet inhabitant for 
that. world ? Was he prepared, 
to find a fulnefs of joy in the pref- 
ence of God and the Lamb, and 
from thofe difplays of divine glo- 
ry, which conftitute the heaven of 
angels, and the fpirits of jult men 
made perfect? If in this world 
he was angry, even to murder, 
becaufe his own works were evil, 
and his brother’s righteous, wirat 
would be his rage, if admitted, 
with fuch a temper, into the midi 
of paradife? It would doubtle’s 
prove a very hell to bim. He 
would there roam about, like a 
roaring lion, feeking whom he 
might devour. But he exhibited 
the genuine temper of all unre- 
newed finners. They are as com- 
pleatly difqualified for heaven, as 
he was, in the very act of flaying 
his innocent brother. Paufe, 
reader ;—panfe, and examine thine 
own foul, in the light of this fub- 
je. Tf fill unfanétified in heart, 
thou alfo art going in the way of 
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Cain! If thou doef well, thou 
fhalt be accepted; but if thou 
doeft not well, fin lieth at the 
door : and remember, that the 
wages of fin is death. 


TROPHIMUS. 


[The Editors fatter themfelves their 
readers will be gratified by being 


Pye er >> | 
prefented with Dr. Kennicort’s | refpe& to Abel, and to his mincha ; 


excellent diferiation on the above 
pafage; and as it is perfeélly 
confifient with the preceding wri- 


tery they have exthaded it fromthe | 4 sighety explained, it neceflrly 


Notes of the Hiftory of Redemp- 
tion by Prefident Edwards. } 


Dr. Kennicott. 





' 


| no refpe&.’ 


| 
; 


e | 
R. KennicotTr intreduces | 


his hypothefis with obferv. 
ing the different charaGters and 


| 


employments of the two brothers : 


« Abel was a keeper of fheep, but 
Cain was a tiller of the ground ;’ 
the one, as Lord Bacon éxprefles 
it, devoted to the adive, and the 
other to the contemplative, {cenes 
of life. 

‘ And in procefs of time ;’ 
Heb. at the end of days ; that is, 
as our author endeavors at ! 
to prove, at the end of the week, 
on the Sabbath day, peffibiy tne 
firtt after they had become the 
heads of families, and entiiled to 


pafs that Cain brought of the fruit 
of the ground, an offering to the 
Lord.’ It is of importance to be 
obferved, that the Hebrew word 
rendered an offering, is mincha, 
which Dr. K. explains from di- 
vine authority to be an offering of 
Sine flour mingled with oil and frank- 
incenfey [Lev. ii. 1, &c.] This 
our tranflators commonly call a 
meat, but might more properly be 
called a dread, offering. Here 
our author obferves a very fingu- 
lar mode of expreflion, which he 
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apprehends eliptical, and fupply. 
ing the neceffary words, tran{late; 
the paflage literally thus, « Ci, 
brought of the fruit of the 
ground a mincha to Jehovah ; and 
Abel brought [a mincha} he alfo 
[brought ] of the firfllings of his 
flocks, and of their fat,’ or rather 
‘ of the fatteft of them’—Ther 
it follows—‘ And Jehovah had 


but to Cain and his mincha he had 
Now if this tranfla. 
tien be juft, or the word minchg 


follows that Abel offered a mincha, 


| or meat offering, as well as Cain, 


together with a facrifice, which 
Cain did not offer. 

The matter, in fhort, feems to 
be this, Cain came, like a felf. 
righteous Pharifee, with a ‘ God, 
I thank thee,’ to the Author of 
Nature, and the God of Provi- 
dence. Abel was no lefs fenfible 
of thefe obligations, and therefore 
brought his mincha as well as 


| Cain; but being humbled under 


a conviction of his own frailty and 
unworthinefs, he alfo brings an 
animal facrifice, {mites upon his 
breaft, and cries, ‘ God be merci- 
ful to mea finner.’ Not only f, 


_but Abel looked by faith thro’ 
offer facrifices, as was the patri- | 
archal mauacr, cach as the priett | 
of his own family—< It came to | 


| 





the bleeding type to the great 
atonement it prefigured: Cam re- 
jeCed this; and being ignorant 
of God’s righteoufnefs, wentabout 
to-eitablifh his own. 

This reprefentation (which as 
we faid is Dr. Kennicott’s) 
appears to us not only ingenious 
and juft, but has the advantage of 
being beautifully confiitent with 
the New Teltament. Here we 
fee how it was that ¢ by faith’ i 
the promifed feed, * Abel offered 
to God,’ not only £ a more excel 
lent,’ but as the Greek imports, 
a fuller, a more complete facrifice 
than Cain ; and it was on this a¢- 
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count that God had refped, firlt 
to Abel, and fecondly to his of- 
fering. We alfo learn from this 
review of the fubje&t, what was 
the error of Cain, which the apof- 
tle Jude alludes to, namely, an 
enmity againft God’s method of 
falvation, 

This leads us to remark the 
different conduét of the two bro- 
thers fubfequent to their offering. 
Mofes informs us, that ¢ Cain 
was very wroth, and his counte- 
nance fell,’ the ufual fign of a bafe 
and malicious heart. ‘ And the 
Lord faid unte Cain,’—condef- 
cended to reafon with him, prob- 
ably by means of the divine She- 
kinah—* Why art thou wroth, and 
why is thy countenance fallen ? 
Tf thou doft well, fhalt thou not 
be accepted ?? Or rather, if thou 
hadit done well, fhouldeft thou 
not have been accepted in the fame 
manner (whatever that might be) 
as Abel thy brother? ¢ And if 
thou doft not well,’ or haft not 
done well— fin lieth at the door,’ 
the fault is thine, 





To tHe Epitors or THE Con- 
necticut EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


YOUR indulgence to a former 
communication, aad a wifh to pro- 
mote the caufe in which you are 
engaged, which much exceeds my 
ability, has been my inducement 
to fubmit to you the following 
remarks. 


E live in a country which 
profefles the Chriitian 
religion. In moft of our towns 
and villages, temples are ereGed 
and dedicated to the fervice of 
God. Our pulpite are generally 
fupplied with faithful and learned 
preachers, and cuftom has ren- 
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dered it difreputable to negleé& 
their inftruction. Public opinion 
is ftrongly on the fide of religion, 
and of religious inftitutions. In- 
fidelity has fewer adherents than 
formerly. And it may be faid 
with truth, that in no part of our 
world is Chriftianity fo univerfally 
embraced in its purity as in this. 
Comparatively fpeaking, this is a 
land of piety and undiffembled 
virtue. 

But there is even here, fo much 
coldnefs and indifference to reli- 
gion, as julily to excite extreme 
regret. While many affent in the 
grofs to the doctrines of revealed 
religion, they prove themfelves 
utter ftrangers to its peculiar, its 
diftinguifhiag features ; nay ene- 
mies to its true character. If 
Chriftianity be true, it is true ex- 
clufively, and therefore demands 
our moft folemn confideration, 
our moft ferious regard. If the 
{criptural reprefentation of man be 
correct, and if his future deftiny 
is to be meafured by the life he 
lives, and by the charaéter he here 
affumes, how great, how vaft the 
importance of living well; of 
forming true opinions of ourfelves, 
and of the perfeétions of our judge, 
and of dying in his friendfhip aud 
favor? And yet, on a fubject 
which above all others, might jul. 
tify anxiety, many are unwilling 
that any uncemmon attention 
fhould be beftowed. Their lan- 
guage is, ** Do not give yourfelf 
any great uneafinefs about the 
ftate of your foul. You ferve an 
all-merciful God, who is indul- 
gent to human frailty. Be juf 
and honeft te mankind, and you 
will bein nodanger. We believe 
nothing relative to thefe religious 
awakenings ; they are the off. 
{pring of an overheated imagina- 
tion; the fubje&ts of them are 
greatly deluded, or greatly hyp- 
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ocritical.. Religion is more ra- 
tional and manly.”’ ‘To the young, 
impediments of another kind are 
thrown in the way of their becom 
ing ferious. ‘They are told, they 
will be defpifed and neglected if 
they think on thefe things. Re- 
ligion is reprefented as wearing a 
forbidding and gloomy afped, as un- 
fuitable to the early period of life ; 


san auftere and unpleafant fer- 


vice, fit only for thofe who are 
deprived of. other refources of en- 
joyment. And thus attempts are 
made, to render men negligent in 
their higheft and moft important 
interetts. 

They who regard not their own 
falvation, treat with no 
gence thofe who do. Concern 
about our future well being is 
ceemed evidential of weak intel- 
leéts ; and if fuch concern rifes to 
an high degree, they who are un- 
der its influence, are confidered as 
eathufiafts and madmen. 
there be a idubject on which we 
might indulgean exceffive anxiety, 
(or even intemperate zeal) may it 


er 
Indul- 


. 


not be on this ? For what is there | 


mi the wide region of human con- 

erns, that in importance bears to 
be mentioned iu comparifon with 
the well being of the foul ? Shall 


‘ neoht an eathuhal wi 
he be thought an cathufiaft whofe 


aitention Is excited to things of 


another world, who is folicitous 
to fecure the favor and friendthip 
of his Creator, and a portion be- 
yond the reach of accident, where 
itorms and forrows never come ; 
2 feat at God’s right hand, where 
flow pleafures without end ? 

We are fent into being, not to 
walle away our lives in au unprof- 
itable purfuit after the things of 
time. This is a life of probation 
and of trial. Ina few days we 
are off the ftage. 

Eternity is viewed by us as at 
2 diftance. 


Thoughts of a Layman 


But if | 
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dead and we are there. We are 
even now the eye witnefles of the 
materials which will conttitute the 
lat conflagration. If we flay a 
little longer we fhall fee the uni- 
verfe in ruins, and the Saviour of 
the world coming to judgment. 
And fhall we account it folly or 
enthufiafm, tobe preparing to 
meet that event ; as the idle pur- 
fuit of weak and ignorant minds? 
Shall we prepare to live a few 
years here on earth, fhall we guard 
and protect our lives and our 
health with fo much care, and for. 
get that we are to live forever ? 
Shall we fpead our calculations on 
feventy years, and not remember 
that we mult exilt while God en. 
dures ? Forbid it, O my foul! 
forbid it heaven ! 

Need it be urged as a motive to 
embrace religion, that it contains 
all which is excellent in the human 
character ? He who is deftitute of 
it, 1s guided 1m all his conduct by 
a principle of fupreme felfifhnefs. 
Could he indulge his pride and 
ambition, he would lay the uni- 
verfe at his feet. Pride admits of 
no rivalfhip, of no competition. 
Every man who is deltitute of a 
principle of holinefs, confiders 
himfelf as the firft, and as the lait, 
whofe happinefs fhould be con- 
fulted. Such feelings render it 
impracticable for thofe who pol- 
fefs them, to live together in 
peace and harmony. They are 
the perpetual occafions of ftrife 
and contention in private life. 
They break out into open hoitil- 
ity among powerful and rival fia 
tions, overfpreading the world 
with defolation and ruin, ‘They 
need conftant reftraint and punith- 
ment ; but notwithitanding this, & 
notwithitanding the imfluence ot 
opinion, and the dread of difgrace, 
and more than all, notwithitand- 
ing, the fear of the wrath to comet, 
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how malignant, how numerous are 
the inftances of tranfgreffions 
againft the rights of maakin’ 

But where undiffembled leve to 
God and our fellow men exifts, 
none of thefe evils can happen. 
Were it univerfal, this whole world 
would be one harmonious and hap- 
py family. He who takes his own 
place in the fcale of being, and 
who eftimates all objeéts accord- 
ing to their value, never contends 
for improper diftinétion, but will 
do his duty faithfully in that fta- 
tion which providence has affigned 
him. -That refllefs and unruly 
ambition, which is the fcourge of 
its pofleffors, will with him be 
tempered by fober reafon, and 
moderated by the confideration, 
that in alittle time, all diftinétions 
will be levelled in the dutt, and 
the retributions of eternity be ac- 
cording to his goodnefs, and not 
according to the rank he has af- 
fumed in life. 

Were the things of futurity 
feen in all their importance, the 
face af the world would be greatly 
changed. Every thing would be 
inmotion. The rage of mankind 
would not {pend itfelf on proje&s 
of conqueft, or fchemes of perfo- 
nal aggrandifement, but the gen- 
etal inquiry would be, What mu/ 
I do to be faved ? It is becaufe 
they are hidden from the view, 
they are no more regarded. We 
live in awful ftupidity, in impious 
unbelief. Avnd it is but too true, 
that unlefs the fpirit of truth do 
awake us from our lethargy, we 
fhali fleep on, till we awake, alas ! 
in everlafting burnings. 

Bleffed Jefus, prevent us by 
thy almighty and infinite grace ! 
Awake us from this fleep of death, 
and caufe that we find no reft, 
till we find it in thee ! 

A LAYMAN. 


Vor. IV. No. 10. 
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At a meeting of the Pifcataqua 
Affociation of Minifters, No- 
vember 8, 1803, 


Voted, "That the perfons fol- 
lowing be a committee, to com- 
plete the Conftitution of the Pif- 
cataqua Miffionary Society, and 
do all that is neceflary to its pub- 
lication and requifite to calling 
the firft meeting of the fociety. 


Hon. Davip Sewatt, 
Rev. Josten Buckminster, 
Rev. Huntincton Porter, 
Benyamin Aspor, Efg. 
Rev. Jesse AprreTton. 
Atteft, 
J. Buckminster, Scribe. 


CONSTITUTION. 


| Ciba the increafe of knowl. 

cdge and evangelical piety ; 
for the promotion of the prefent 
well being and eternal falvation of 
men ; from aconfideration of the 
great number of thofe, who are 
in danger of perifhing through 
lack of vifion, among whom the 
divine word and ordinances cannot 
be ftatedly enjoyed; from a defire 
that grace, mercy and peace may be 
multiplied to them through the knowl- 


edge of God, and of Fefus Chrift 


our Lord, we, a committee che- ee 
fen for this purpofe, by the Lower jie ie 
Pifcataqua Affociation of Minifters, i os 5 
on whom the preceding confidera- ak 


tions have made a deep impreflion, bit i 
beg leave to lay before the public, 
the following Conftitution of a Mif- 
fronary Society. 
Article I. The Society to be 
denominated, The Pifcataqua Mi/- 
fronary Society: the Officers of 
which are to confiit ofa Prefident, 
Secretary, and Board of Truftees, 
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not exceeding feven, to be chofen ‘ ‘ 
annually, by ballot. rete { 
Il. The Truftees, thus cho- = a 
fen, fhall appoint a Zrea/urer, Wit 
cc Pe 
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who fhall give bonds for the faith- | the Society, annually, an account 
ful difeharge of the truft. in fuch | of their miffions and fuccefs ; and 
{um as the faid Truftees fhall | alfo to fele& books and pamphlets 
dire&t. for diftribution—The Truttees 
III. The Prefident, (who | hall meet twice a year, and as 
may be chofen from the clergy, or | much oftener as their Prefident 
laity) hall prefide in the meetings, | fhall judge the intereft of the in. 
make drafts upon the Treafurer, | ftitution requires. In the ap- 
according to the direétions of the pointment of miffionaries, and fe. 
board of Truftees, and aé as one | le&tion of books, traéts, and pam. 
of the Truftees, a majority of | phlets, for diftribution, they will 
whom fhall conftitute a quorum. | frequently advife and confult with 
IV. It hall be the duty of the | the lower Pifcataqua A flociation 
Secretary, who is to be one of the | of miniiters. 
Truftees, to enrol the names of | VII. The Society thall meet 
the members, to record the pro- | at Portfmouth, N. H. on the 
ecedings of the Society, to file | firft Wednefday in May annually, at 
and preferve all papers and letters | 10 o’clock, A. M. Atthe an. 
committed to his care, to tran- | nual meeting, a fermon will be de- 
{cribe fuch as fhall be judged fuit. | livered in public, and two preach. 
able, or expedient to be made | ers be appointed by ballot, for 
public; and to be the organ of | the next year; the fecond of whom 
communication for the Society, | (if the firft fhould not fail) thall 
in all correfpondencies relating to | be the firft for the year next fuc- 
its interefts. ceeding. The meetings of the 
V. It thall be the duty of the | Society and of the Truftees to be 
Treafurer to take the charge of | opened with prayer. 
all the property of the Society,| VIII. In all tranfa&tions of 
from whatever fource arifing ; to | the Society, a majority fhall gov- 
exhibit to the Society, at their ern. Avdditionsand altcrations of 
annual meetings, and to the board | this Conftitution may be made, 
ef Truftees whenever required, a | provided the fame fhall have been 
full and fair ftatement of all his | one year under confideration of the 
proceedings, and of the fituation | Society. 
of their property; and, at the IX. Any perfon may become 
expiration of the term for which | amember of this Society, by fub- 
he is appointed, to deliver over to | feribing his name to this conflitu- 
his fucceffor in office, all the So- | tion, and paying to the Treafurer, 
ciety’s property in his hands, or | for the purpofes of the inititution, 
under his care. . | two dollars.—Each minifter, be- 
VI. Ofthe Truftees not more | longing to the Society, will, at 
than three, nor lefs than one, fhall | any time, admit members on the 
be appointed from the laity. | condition aforefaid. Each fub- 
Their duty fhall be, to procure | fcriber fhall be held to pay éwa 
and examine perfons to be employ- | dollars, annually, to the treafurer, 
ed as miflionaries; to iffue certifi- | until he fhall exprefs, to the Sec- 
cates of their appointment, and | retary, in writing, a defire of be- 
give letters of inftruGtion and re- | ing difconne&ted ; which. delire 
commendation ; to direct their | being thus expreffed, the mem- 
itinerations ; to recal them when | berfhip ceafes of courle. 
expedient ; to communicate to! X. All monies received by 
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members, are to be receipted for, 
and tranfmitted to the Treafurer ; 
whofe receipt is a difcharge to the 
perfon paying the fame. 


XI. To preferve and perpet- 
uate the inftitution, donations or | 
bequefts are to conftitute a Fund ; 
and one fixth part of the ‘Annual | 
intereft or proceeds of the fund, | 
thus conftituted, fhall be added | 
to the Capital. 


XII. The accousts of the | 
Society fhall be open to the in- | 
fpection of all, who fhall be de- 


firous of examining them. 


XIII. At each annual meet- 
ing of the Society, the Treafurer 
fhall deliver to the Secretary a lift 
of all donations received ; that a 
Record may be made thereof in 
the Society’s Books. 


XIV. Inthe choice of mif- 
fionaries, fuch will be preferred, 
whe have been fome time fettled 
inthe miniftry, whofe knowledge 
and experience will afford them 
greater influence, and who may 
be ferviceable in gathering Chur- 
ches, and adminitering the ordi- 
nances : but, piety, prudence, for- | 
titude, and a well dire&ted zeal, | 
are efteemed qualities indi/penfible | 


for miflionary employment. 








DAVID SEWALL, 
JOSEPH BUCKMINSTER, 
BENJAMIN ABBOT, 
HUNTINGTON PORTER, 
JESSE APPLETON. 


N. B. For the purpofe of or- 
ganizing the Society agreeably 
to this conititution, a meeting of 
the fubfcribers fhall be called, 


whenever. their numbers amount 


Pifcataqua Miffionary Society. 





to fi ifty 5 3; of which notice will be 
given in the public papers. 
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AN ADDRESS 
To Chriftians of every denomination. 


BRETHREN, 


THE religion of Jefus Chrit 
was not, like that of Mofes, exclu. 
| fively defigned for any particular 

place or nation. It is evidently 
the will of God that his glory, as 
difplayed in this religion, fhould 
fill the whole earth. Agreeable 
to this comprehenfive defign, was 
the commiffion, which the Apof- 
tles received from their divine 
Matter: Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gofpel unto every 
creature. 

It is extremely evident, that 
the gofpel, hitherto, is far from 
having fpread to the extent de- 
figned : The kingdoms of this world 
have not yet become the kingdoms 
of God, and of his Chrifi. It is 
but a comparatively {mall portion 
of the world which acknowledges 
the Chriftian religion in any form 
whatever. But however defirable 
it would be, that the Heathen 
foould be given to Chrift for an in- 
heritance, and the uttermoft parts of 
the earth for a poff:ffion, there are, 
at prefent, many obftacles to fuch 
an event, and even to the intro- 
ducing of the gofpel among them, 
with probability of fuccefs. Ma- 
ny, among our own citizens, how- 
ever, are in a condition to claim 
Chriftian charity. In the north- 
ern and thinly inhabited parts of 
New-Hampfhire, and in the Dif- 
tri&t of Maine, the means of evan- 
gelical inftructien are very {par 
ingly enjoyed. In fuch new fet- 
tlements, it would perhaps be im- 
poflible to enjoy a ftated miniftry, 
were it ever fo much defired. 

Preachers, felf authorized, ill 








informed, of vagrant life, uncer- aft 
tain chara“ter, and erroneous prin- Moa 
ciples, availing themfelves of thefe it " 
circumftances, rufh in among the mer 








@ 


























396 


{fcattered fettlements, fow the 
{feeds of religious difcord, and 
difaffe& the minds of people 
to aregular miniftry ; infomuch 
that, when the inhabitants become 
{ufficiently numerous to enjoy the 
fated difpenfation of the gofpel, 
they have loft their relith for fo 
great a bleffing. Thus the way 
is prepared for lafting confufion 
and impiety. 

To corre€t and remedy thefe 
evils ; to propagate the truth as 
it is in Jefus; to do /omething to- 
wards the falvation of our perifh- 
ing fellow finners, is the defign of 
the preceding conftitution ; a de- 
fign, which, we are confident, will 
meet the approbation of the be. 
nevolent and pious. But we do 
not poffefs even the outward means 
of giving it fuccefs. For thete, 
we mutt refort to public generof- 
ity. Thofe, who are difpofed to 
join our fociety, we gladly admit, 
agreeably to tne foregoing confti- 
tution ; and if any are charitably 
difpofed to forward the important 
defign in view, but cannot conve- 
niently become members, or meet 
with us, we would thankfully ac- 
knowledge their contributions. 

The motives, by which we are 
atuated, we humbly conceive to 
be the following ; viz. a regard 
to the prefent flate of fociety, and 
the welfare of immortal fouls. 

As to the firft, we ave convinced 
that no inftructions are fo power. 
ful to regulate the human pafiions, 
reduce human pride and obftinacy, 
as the precepts of Chrift. No 
man will be fo likely to be an up- 
right, peaceful citizen, and to dif- 
charge, with fidelity, relative and 
focial duties, as he, whofe heart 
is thoroughly impreffed with the 
mighty doctrines of the Chriftian 
faith. 

But, fecondly, This is not our 
weightieft motive. We know 
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that thofe, for whofe benefit opr 
exertions are defigned, have im. 
mortal fouls, which fouls muft be 
faved or loft. 

Ina few years, their probation, 
as well as ours, will be clofed ; 
and how dreadful the thought, 
that any of them fhould perifh 
forever, through the want of that 
inftruGtion, which, with a little 
exertion on our part, might be 
afforded them ! 

Confider, for a moment, what 
kind of religion that is, which we 
wifh to propagate ;—a religion 
which the fon of God came down 
from heaven to reveal ;—for the 
honor and fpread of which, mira- 
cles were wrought, and miracu- 
lous power beftowed! And if 
the gofpel is of fuch unfpeakable 
value, as to have been propagated 
by the Holy Ghoft fent down from 
Aeaven, furely it 1s worth thofe 
endeavors and thofe facrifices 
which we folicit. 

The particular times, in which 
we live, give additional weight to 
thefe motives. Violent exertions 
are making on the fide of irrelig- 
ion. Many are they who avow- 
edly combine againft the Lord, and 
againf? his anointed. ‘They con- 
centrate their Rrength with deter- 
mined perfeverance. Ought men 
to fleep, while the cnemy is fow- 
ing tares.?. Shall the children of 
this world forever be wifer than 
the children of light > Is not 
the falvation of fouls as ftrong an 
inducement to a good man, as the 
profi ration of moral principle, and 
the ruin of fouls can he, to the 
wicked ? 

We derive great encourage- 
ment, in our prefent attempt, 
from a confideration of the extra- 
ordinary exertions to the fame 
purpofe, now making, both in 
Europe and America. “ Thete 
exertions, faith a refpeQiable ws: 
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ter, appear to me promifing indi- 
cations, that God is about to 
aecomplifh fome great and good 
work among our fallen race.” 
Perhaps the time to favor Zion, 
even the fet time, is come. 
Finally : We well know, that 
eccept the Lord build the houfe, they 
lalor in vain who build ut. We 
how our knees, therefore, to the 
God and Father of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, imploring that he 


would {mile on our prefent under- | 


taking, raife up perfons pofleffed | 


of firmnefs, zeal, prudence, piety, 
and a found mind,—give us _ wif- 


dom to adopt the beft meafures, | 


and enable us to make fuch dif- 
pofal of your liberality, as will 
redound to the honor of his blef- 
id gofpel and the falvation of 


men. 





To THE Epitors or THE Cone 
wECTICUT EvanGcexricat Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IF you judge the following 
worthy a place in your Magazine, 
you are at liberty to infert it. 


RefleAions of a Youth once diffolute, | 


brought to fericus cotifideration. 


HAT is human life ? 

What a f{cene of confu- 
fon and diforder? What tumults 
aod anxieties are its attendants? 
What troubles—-what calamities 
iccompany it? How momentary 
we its enjoyments ? how precari- 
ous are its pleafures? How re- 
plete with wretchedac!s >What 
broils and commetione diftraé& 
mankind ? How are they invol- 
ved in war and contention? The 
hiitory of the human race is ftain- 
ed with defcriptions of blood-thed 
and flaughter. ‘Lo a reflecting 
mind, the world cxhibits a pic- 
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ture of mifery: it prefents few 
fcenes which are pleafing. The 
man of obfervation, traces the 
footfieps of uneafinefs and trou. 
ble, in almoft all the ways of men. 
Upon a review of my own life, I 
find it to have been a feries of 
anxiety and difcontent. Altho’ 
I have fhared largely in what are 
called the pleafures of life; al- 
| tho’ my time has becn devoted to 
riot aud amufement; yet I have 
always been a ftranger to real fae 
tisfaction and enjoyment. The 
pleafures of fenfe have not afford- 
ed me that fatisfaétion which I 
expeCted.—I do not meet with 





| fuccefs in my endeavors to obtain 


_happinefe. The world proves 
falfe. It allures only to deceive 3 

it charms, to afflict ; it captivates, 
to torment. The enchanting ap- 


| pearance of vice has engroffed my 


| attention, while its effects have 
‘rendered me unhappy. I have 
| been a votary of vice; and the 
' vevels of debauchery were my on+ 
| ly fources of pleafure. Deluded 
| mortal! I canaot refle& upon my 
| pait life, without the keeneft fen- 
' fations of regret. Every part of 
| it has been a fcene of the mof 
 finful diffipation. Vice has been 
| my bofom companion. It reigns 
| in my very nature. It has alien- 
ated my breaft from every focial 
| feeling. It has rendered me cal- 
| lous to the tender feelings of hu- 
| manity, and deaf to the calls of 
| diftrefs. It has obliterated every 
| principle of benevolence, and cor- 
| rupted every fympathetic emotion, 
| It has dried the fountains of ra- 
tional pleafure, and opened the 
| fources of mifery.—I cannot ex- 
| pect happinefs, when I live con- 
trary to the plain dictates of rea- 
fon and common fenfe. I mutt 
either relinquifh my prefent courfe 
of conduct, and feek happinefs in 
fome other way ; or determine to 
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be wretched. My own feelings 
coincide with the affertion of 
{cripture, that ‘the way of tranf- 
greffors is hard.”’ 

I am informed, that a virtuous 
courfe of condué will alone make 


me happy. My own expericnee | 


evinces, that a confcioufnefs of 
internal reétitude, is the greateft 
fouree of enjoyment. Virtue has 
charms peculiar to herfelf. She 
attraéts, but not to difgufl. She 


beams a delight upon all who | 


come within the reach of her rays. 
She calms the beifterous paffions ; 
but gives energy to every noble 
fentiment. With maternal kind- 


nefs fhe wipes the tear of diftrefs, | 


and cherifhes the difconfolate un- 


der the burdens of life. In the | 


eup of affliction fhe mingles the 
draught of confolation, and pours 
the balm of comfort into the 
wounded bofom. She fupports 


in adverfity, and tempers in prof- | 


perity.—She difpels the gloom of 
anxiety from the mind of her vo- 


tary, makes it the receptacle of | 


every generous fentiment, and is 
a fource of rational enjoyment. 
Her votaries are diftinguifhed for 
a peace of mind, and ferenity of 


the perfon of the debauchee. 
They refle& upon the paft, with- 
out regret, and anticipate the fu- 
ture, without fear. Their whole 
lives ave checkered with a variety 
of the mott pleafing fcenes. Their 
conduct is the effect of the purett 
motives, and the nobleft inten- 
tions. They adminifter relief to 
the difconfolate, and afford pro- 
tection to thofe who need it. So- 
ciety is benefitted in confequence 
of their pious exertions. The 
virtuous part of mankind, are the 
ornament and fupport of the com- 
munity. With the flri€eft pro- 
priety they are denominated * the 


falt of the earth.”? Vice bluthes 


[Aran, 


in their prefence, and acknowl. 
edges her inability to make meq 
happy. 

Such are the effects of virtue, 
that loft to his own intereft mug 





be that man, who does not em. 
brace it. The life of the virty. 
| ous, and that of the vicioys man, 
| form a perfe& contraft. While 
the former is happy in doing aéts 
| of munificence, the latter is mifer. 
able in endeavoring to happify 
himfelf. The one has a fountain 
| of enjoyment in his own breaft; 
| the other a fountain of mifery, 
Such being the different condi. 
tions of the virtuous and vicious 
man, fhall I any longer be the 
| companion of the latter? Isit 


| hot time to renounce my prefent 
courfe of conduét, which leads 
direétly to ruin, and purfue one 
which will tend to make me hap- 
py? The pleafures of fenfe no 
longer afford me fatisfaction. I 
am fick of a vicious life. Be- 
| fides, I have ftill more urgent mo- 

tives for living a virtuous life, 
| There is a future ftate. After 
| all my endeavors to difbelieve 
| Chriftianity, and exertions to 


| bring it into difrepute, it ftill is, . 
countenance, which never grace | 


and will remain a reality.—Has 
| not my paft difbelief of it arifen 
rather from a with to have it a 
| falfehood, than from a conviction 
that it is? Is it not, at leaft, dif- 
ingenuous to reject a fyftem as 
falfe, which comes with fo much 
evidence as that does; till I have 
more thoroughly examined it? 
But whenever I have examined it, 
I have been more fecretly con- 
vinced of its truth ; fo much fo, 
that I can have no doubt of its 
being a reality. It comes with 
all the evidence I can rationally 
wifh ; and to reje& it in the sace 
of fo much teftimony, 18 afr0- 
gance, is unreafonable. If then 
the Chriftian fyftem is true; 4 
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the wicked will be punithed, while 
the righteous will be rewarded ; 
what will be my condition ina 
tuture world ? Can T expe& the 
approbation of my Maker, when 
| have lived contrary to his ex- 
prefs commands? I certainly 
cannot. I cannot efcape the aw- 
fal retributions of eternity. I 
muft die. I do not expect ex- 
emption from what is common to 
mankind. Death is an important 
change ; it will introduce me into 
anunknown world—into an un- 
tried ftate of exiftence. Theclo- 
fing fcene of life will be intereft- 
ing. When I am itretched upon 
the bed of death, when the phy- 
fician has bidden me adieu, and 
my friends are watching for the 
parting gafp; what will be the 
ftuation of my foul? Shall I 
then look forward with joy, or 
with forrow, into that unknown 
world? How fhall I then with 
that I had lived the life of the 
Chriftian ? How hall I with for 
his lamp to illume my path into 
the invifible ftate of being? But 
if, on entering the world of fpirits, 
I fhould find that I am loft for- 
ever, what rending thoughts will 
agonize my tortured mind? How 
fhould I wifh that I had never 
been born? With what curfes 
fhould IE load my exiftence ?— 
My prefent life is fhort ; when 
compared with that which fuc- 
ceeds, itis but a point. It is but 
the morning of my exiftence. I 
fall foon be houfed in the grave, 
and my foul appear before the tri- 
bunal of heaven, to receive a fen- 
tence for eternity. 

Thefe are realities. They are 
not the fictions of an idle fancy, 
or the whims of a difordered brain. 
They are feenes, which will be in- 
fcitely important ; and to negleA 
preparation for them, indicates an 


awful degree of infenfibility. To 





prepare for death, ought to be the 
great bufinefs of living. I am 
now beginning the career of hu- 
man life. I am commencing a 
courfe of action, which will be 
followed by everlafting confequen- 
ces. Upon my conduét in the 
prefent world, depends my felicity 
in another. And how infinitely 
important, that it be fuch as to 
meet the appropation of my Judge? 
The Saviour of the world told 
one who came to him, that he 
could not be faved, unlefs he was 
born again. The praGice of vice 
will inevitably Iand me in the 
world of defpair. I muft change 
my courfe of conduct, or perith 
forever. I have every induce- 
ment to live a virtuous life. My. 
peace and comfort in the prefent 
world require it, and everlafting 
happinefs or mifery will be the 
confequence of my conduc here. 
If I relinquifh the paths of vice, 
and betake myfelf to the pradtice 
of virtue, I fhall never have occa- 
fion tolament it. Not an inftance 
occurs in the long annals of hifto- 
ry, of one who regretted that he 
had lived a virtuous life. But 
thoufands of the wicked have gone 
out of the world with the moft 
painful refleGtions, wifhing that 
they had lived the life of the 
Chriftian. I am convinced that 
true religion, if I can attain it, will 
carry me through life in peace. 
She will enable me to bear up 
againft its troubles, will approach 
the bed of my laft ficknefs, and 
inform me that my pangs are but 
for a moment, and will lighteg 
my path into the world of glory. 
Such being the bleffed effedts of 
a virtuous life, both in this, and 
a future world ; I will no longer 
tread the deftructive paths of vice. 
T will renounce a wicked world, 
and devote myfeif to the fervice of 


my God. I fhall delight in the 
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ways of virtue, becaufe “ they are 
ways of pleafantnefs and peace.” 
{ fhall not envy the debauchee his 
unlawful pleafures, nor with to be 
a partaker in his vices. Of the 
innocent amufements of life I may 
partake as largely as he, and fhall 
enjoy them with a better relifh. 
But, knowing that vice leads di- 
relly to ruin, I fhall not have oc- 
cafion to regret, that I cannot win 
at the gaming table, revel in de- 
bauehery, and be the firft in mid- 
night caroufals ; but rejoice, that 
I have fomething, which will af- 
ford me more permanent fatisfac- 
tion in this world, and fecure me 
eternal felicity in another.—-With 
thefe profpects in view, T fhall 
pals through life agreeably, I 
fhall clofe it in peace ; I thal 
make my entry into the world of 
fpirits with joy, and my arrival 
will be hailed by the acclamations 
of the bleffed. 
HENRICUS. 
POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 





The comforts and bopes af the Gujpel. 


ESUS, thy children here below 


know : 


Poetry. 





Thy love by {weet ewperience 


Le 


fApan. 


Faith in’ thy word thy clor fee 
And lives upon thy preniien rm 


2. Sometimes while prayer emp 
tongues, 

Or while to thee we raife our fo 

Thy fmiling face unveil’d appea 

And pieafure banithes our fears, 


loys our 


Nea 3 
ngs, 


rs, 


3- Sometimes while fitting round th: 
board, 

We tafte the bounties of our Lord, 

On wings of love our fpirits rife, 

And heav'n begins below the tkies, 


4. Yet oft a gloomy, tedious night 
Hides our Beloved from our fight; 
Bereft of all our joys we mourn, 

Till thon, our Morning Star, return 


5. With longing eyes thy throne we 
view, 

Fain would we bid this earth adieu 

We would from fleth and fin be free, 

And dwell forever, Lord, with thee. 


6. When fhail that day, bleft Jefus, 
come ¢ 

When wilt thou take thine exiles 
home? 

Oh, when fhall angels bear away 


7. Roll on in hafte, ve mournful year: 
Till God fhall wipe away our tcais; 
‘Then on our dear Redeemer’s breatt 
We fiall enjoy eternal reft. 
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